Lesson Planning Form for Differentiating Instruction  

	Teacher:  Kelsey Stark
	Date:  December 2013

	Grade/Level:  4th Grade
	Today’s Focus: Syllables in Poetry


	I. Objectives

	How does this lesson tie in to a unit plan?

This lesson will help students explore how syllables are used within lines of poetry, specifically how they used syllables within their past writing in the workshop and how they could use syllables in the poetic lines they write in the future. 



	Content Objectives
	Connections to National and State Standards

	1. Students will be able to discuss why writers pay attention to the syllables in a line of poetry. 
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

	2. Students will be able to identify a common method of organizing syllables in a haiku poem. 
	

	3. Students will be able to (in a group setting) write lines of poetry with a predetermined number of syllables, while maintaining the original theme of the poem. 
	

	
	

	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and do you have them?
	-Writing Notebooks (One for each student).

-Pencils, erasers, highlighters, pens of varying colors, whiteboards, sticky notes, and other writing supplies.

-Poetry Books.
-Hovercam.
-14 dice.
-Roll the Dice Worksheet (One for each group, found in the resources section).
-(Informative) topic prompts.
-Bowl.
-Copy of the poem "Spring is In the Air" (Found in the resources section).
-Copy of your own original haiku (Found in the resources section).


	II. Before you start

	Prerequisite knowledge and skills.
	Students should have a basic understanding of how to write poetry.

Students should be able to recognize how many syllables are in a phrase.

Students should be able to work effectively within a collaborative group setting.

Students should be able to work independently on their writing.

	Assessment


	Pre-Assessment: The teacher will ask the students what they notice about the lines of the haiku "Spring Is In the Air."  The teacher will be able to gauge students understanding, and ability to notice syllables, through whether they detect the 5-7-5 pattern of the poem.
Formative Assessment (for learning): The students will fill out the "Roll the Dice Worksheet" together as a group.  This will inform the teacher of how well students can form effective poems while having a controlled syllable count.
Formative Assessment (of learning): The students will fill out the "Roll the Dice Worksheet" together as a group.  This will inform the students of how well they can form effective poems while having a controlled syllable count.  The teacher will ask them halfway through whether their poem is keeping with its original theme.

Summative Assessment: The teacher will look in the writer's notebooks several days after the lesson, taking note of the students' use of syllables in their poems. 


	Identify those students (individuals or groups) in your class who will need special attention and describe the level of support you plan on giving them for various aspects of this lesson.  
	ELL Student - 

-The definition of "syllable" is provided within this lesson, to give this student the necessary vocabulary and background information for the lesson.
-The teacher will gauge the student's individual understanding during conference time.  The teacher will ask the student whether he has used controlled syllables within his past poetry writing.
-The teacher will provide this students with access to the website "http://howmanysyllables.com" if he is having trouble differentiating the number of syllables in a line.  The teacher will explain that the site is a tool to "check" to see if he has the correct answer.
ADHD Student - 
-The teacher will gauge how well this student is managing their individual work time.  If they seem to be distracted the teacher will provide this student with a "daily goal" to achieve and give him steps for how to carry it out. 



	Do you need to set up your classroom in any special way for this lesson?  If so, describe it.
	The classroom will need to have tables for writers to collaborate and meet, as well as tables for writers to have space to work individually.  Comfortable chairs and beanbags would also be preferred.


	III. The Plan

	Parts
	Time
	

	Motiva-tion


	2

min
	-Project the poem "Spring is in the air" by Kailyn Guenther on the hovercam and read it out loud for students.

"Spring is in the air

Flowers are blooming sky high

Children are laughing"

-Ask the students if there is anything they notice about how this poem is laid out, particularly the lines of the poem.

-Students will respond.
 

	Develop-ment
	10min

20mi

n

50min
	-Explain how the poem is structured in a 5-7-5-syllable pattern. 
-Write "syllable" on the board. Explain that a syllable is a unit within a word that contains one vowel and is used when words are pronounced (or said out loud.)

-Give two examples (clapping the syllables.) 

1) Playground - Two syllables.
2) Wall - Two syllables.
-Writers often control the number of syllables within a poem in order to give the poem a particular rhythm or feeling.
The first line in this poem has five syllables (underline them on the hovercam for students to see, the second has seven (underline) and the third has five (underline.) 
-This 5-7-5 pattern is a typical syllable pattern for a type of poem called a haiku (write haiku on the board.)
-Show students an example of your own haiku (5-7-5) poem.

"Delicate rain drop

Reflecting off the window

Beautifully patterned"

-Explain to students that they are not limited to just the 5-7-5 pattern.  Poets use syllables in unique ways in their poems.  Lines that have fewer syllables can seem faster and lines that have many syllables can seem long and drawn out.
-Split the class into seven groups of four students.

-Display the "Roll the Dice Poem" worksheet on the hovercam.

-Explain to students the directions of the activity, and model how it works.
-Pass out the "Roll the Dice Poem" worksheet to each group.

-Have each group draw, out of a bowl, a topic for their poem.

-Tell students they will have ten minutes to finish as much of the worksheet as they can. Ask the students halfway through the writing time whether their poem seems to be keeping with its original theme. 
-Tell the students that when they are finished they can start their own individual writing time. 
-Students will engage in individual writing time.


-During this time students may finish their "Roll the Dice Poem."


-During this time the teacher will have a conference with as many 
students as possible.


-During this time writers will meet with each other to revise and share 
their pieces if they so wish. 


-During this time writers may engage in any writing they wish in their 
writers notebooks.


-During this time students may explore poetry books.


-During this time students may arrange the words on the "word 
inspiration board."

-The teacher will give students a "two-minute warning," letting them wrap up their thoughts.
-The students will put their writing notebooks away in the proper location.

	Closure
	55min
	-The teacher will announce that it is share time.

-The teacher will have the students return to their group from earlier in the lesson.

-The teacher will ask the students to look in their writing notebooks and find an example of a poem they wrote where they controlled the number of syllables in each line.  The teacher will tell the students to raise their hands when they have found an example.  Tell the students that if they can't find an example it is fine, they should just sit quietly. (The teacher will make sure each group has one person with their hand raised, if not re-arranging of groups will occur.)
-The teacher will tell the students to have one individual from their group share a poem they wrote that uses a controlled number of syllables. 

	Lesson Reflection
	



