Lesson Planning Form for Differentiating Instruction  

	Teacher:  Kelsey Stark
	Date:  December 2013

	Grade/Level: 4th Grade
	Today’s Focus: Rhyme in Poetry


	I. Objectives

	How does this lesson tie in to a unit plan?

This lesson will be taught in the middle of my writing workshop unit. It will help students explore rhyming in poetry, specifically how they used rhyme in their past writing within the workshop and how they could use rhyme in their future poetry writing.  



	Content Objectives
	Connections to National and State Standards 

	1. Students will be able to identify why rhyme is used within poetry.


	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2d Use 
precise
language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to 
inform about or explain 
the topic.

	2. Students will be able to discuss where rhyme can occur within poetry.
	

	3. Students will be able to (in a group setting) create rhyming words related to a designated poetry topic.
	

	
	

	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and do you have them?
	-Writing Notebooks (One for each student).
-Poetry Rough Draft Sheet (One for each group, found in the resources section).

-Pencils, erasers, highlighters, pens of varying colors, whiteboards, sticky notes, and other writing supplies.

-Example of a rhyming poem (from your own writing as a teacher) with the words that rhyme highlighted in similar colors.
-Poetry Books.
-Hovercam.
-(Informative) Topic Prompts.
-Computer with Internet.


	II. Before you start

	Prerequisite knowledge and skills.
	Students should have a basic understanding of how to write poetry.

Students should be able to recognize rhyme.

Students should be able to work effectively within a collaborative group setting.

Students should be able to work independently on their writing.

	Assessment


	Pre-Assessment: The teacher will look through the students' writing journals and take note of how much rhyme is being used in their poems thus far.  The teacher will ask students during this lesson what rhymes with "cat."
Formative Assessment (for learning): The students will fill out the "Poetry Rough Draft" sheet together as a group.  This will inform the teacher of how well students can form rhymes related to a poem's topic.
Formative Assessment (of learning): The students will fill out the "Poetry Rough Draft" sheet together as a group. This will inform the students on how well they can form rhymes related to a poem's topic.
Summative Assessment: The teacher will look in the writer's notebooks several days after the lesson, taking note of the students' use of rhyme in their poems.


	Identify those students (individuals or groups) in your class who will need special attention and describe the level of support you plan on giving them for various aspects of this lesson.  
	ELL student 
- During the lesson the definition of rhyme is provided for this student and written on the board.  
-The teacher will go to this student first during individual conference time to check in with them and make sure they understood the concept of rhyme. (The teacher will ask them if they think they have included rhyme in any of their writing so far.)

-The teacher will provide this student with access to the website "rhymezone.com" to help him think of proper rhyming words, if they are struggling.
ADHD student - 

-The teacher will gauge how well this student is managing their individual work time.  If they seem to be distracted the teacher will provide this student with a "daily goal" to achieve and give him steps for how to carry it out. 



	Do you need to set up your classroom in any special way for this lesson?  If so, describe it.
	The classroom will need to have tables for writers to collaborate and meet, as well as tables for writers to have space to work individually.  Comfortable chairs and beanbags would also be preferred.


	III. The Plan

	Parts
	Time
	

	Motivation


	1

min
	(Open with rhyming)

-"Good morning class. At last, we are together again. In this lesson today we are going to be learning about rhyming, alas, one of my favorite topics!"

-Today we are going to be exploring how writers use rhyming within their poetry. 

	Development
	10min

15min

5
0min
	-Explain how poets often use rhyming within poetry. A rhyme (write rhyme on the board) is when two words sound the same, such as "house" and "mouse." 
Poets include rhymes for several reasons. 

First, rhyme creates sound patterns that are pleasing to listeners. (Explain that rhyming sounds create a musical rhythm, and a place for listeners to return to as the poem goes on. Draw a wave on the board as you explain this, showcasing through a visual how rhymes can create patterns and consistency for listeners. 
-Every time there is a rhyme the poem returns to the peak (point to the peak of the wave.)  This makes the listeners feel a rhythm.  They can almost sense what is coming next.
-These rhyming words do not have to have similar spellings, but they do have to have similar sounds.

-An example would be the words: "vain" and "reign."  These are two rhyming words you could include in a poem that have different spellings but similar sounds.

-One thing you need to be careful about is making your poem too predictable by adding rhyme.

-Ask students to provide words that rhyme with cat.

-Students will respond: mat, bat, fat, hat, sat, pat, rat,

-Quickly make a poem out of the words the students provided. 

"The cat sat on the mat.

It was too fat so it couldn’t chase the rat.

So instead it laid flat on its mat."
-This is an example of a poem where the rhyming has become too predictable; you know another rhyming word is coming next and there is not much depth to the topic as a result.
-Another thing to remember about rhyme is you shouldn't let adding rhyme change the meaning of your poem.  Don't put in a random rhyming word that doesn't make any sense with the rest of your poem, just because you need another word in that space that rhymes. 
-(Change the last line of the poem above to "So instead it spat.")  Explain how "spat" is a rhyming word that is too random and doesn't match the rest of the poem. 
-Explain to students that they need to think carefully about the rhymes they include and make sure they make sense.
-Here is an example of a rhyming poem from my own writing. (Put the poem on the hovercam.)
"Your beauty awakens my soul

Until I'm free once again.

For now stay still, my love,

You will soon mend.

The days can rip you away 

From your own will.

Moan, groan, and let it all out

Then again stay still, my love, 

Till I'm near.

I'll awaken your soul once again."

-The words that rhyme are highlighted in similar colors. Notice that they are not always at the end of lines. Rhymes can occur anywhere within a poem.  Putting rhymes in the middle of lines is one way you can prevent rhyming poems from sounding too predicable.  

-Divide the class into seven groups of four students.
-Pass out a "topic prompt" to each group.

-Pass out a "Poetry Rough Draft" sheet to each group.

-Show the "Poetry Rough Draft" sheet on the hovercam.  Explain to students that they will be filing out the "descriptive words about my theme" section and the "words that rhyme" section. Remind students to think of rhyming words that match the topic.
-Tell students they will have five minutes to fill out those two sections.  After the five minutes are up they can continue and begin creating the poem based on these words, or they can go on to do their individual writing.  

-Tell students when the five minutes is up and their individual writing time has begun.

-Students will engage in individual writing time.


-During this time the teacher will have a conference with as many 
students as possible.


-During this time writers will meet with each other to revise and share 
their pieces if they so wish. 


-During this time writers may engage in any writing they wish in their 
writers notebooks.

-During this time students may explore poetry books.


-During this time students may arrange the words on the "word 
inspiration board."
-The teacher will give students a "two-minute warning," letting them wrap up their thoughts.
-The students will put their writing notebooks away in the proper location.

	Closure
	55min
	-The teacher will announce that it is share time.
-Explain that during this share time the students will have two minutes to find one example of rhyming they have used somewhere within their writing, from today or from the past.

-The students will be given two minutes to look for an example of rhyme within their writing.

-Explain to the students that they will each stand up and only say the two rhyming words they found in their writing, after that the next person will share their two words, and so on. 
-Students will share their words. 

-Students will clean up and put their notebooks in the proper storage area.

	Lesson Reflection
	



