Lesson Planning Form for Differentiating Instruction  

	Teacher:  Kelsey Stark
	Date:  December 2013

	Grade/Level:  4th Grade
	Today’s Focus: Bio Poems


	I. Objectives

	How does this lesson tie in to a unit plan?

After teaching students about specific features of poetry, and how to find poetic inspiration, students will be taught about bio poems.  This will teach students how poetry can be used to write not only about the present, but the past as well.  The last few lessons before revision time will be on concrete examples of informational poetry writing, this being the first.  



	Content Objectives
	Connections to National and State Standards

	1. Students will be able to describe what a bio poem is. 
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2b Develop 
the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples related to 
the topic.


CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2d Use 
precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to 
inform about or explain 
the topic.


CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2e Provide a 
concluding statement or section 
related to the information or 
explanation presented.

	2. Students will be able to, in a group setting, construct the outline of a bio poem on a historical figure they learned about in class. 
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

	
	

	
	

	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and do you have them?
	-Writing Notebooks (One for each student).

-Pencils, erasers, highlighters, pens of varying colors, whiteboards, sticky notes, and other writing supplies.

-Poetry Books.
-Hovercam.
-"Pre-Lesson Questionnaire" (One for each student, see resources section).
-Copy of the poem "Abe" (See resources section).
-Four age-level books on George Washington.
-Four age-level books on Thomas Jefferson.
-Four age-level books on Paul Revere.
-Four age-level books on Benjamin Franklin.
-Four age-level books on Samuel Adams.
-Four age-level books on Susan B. Anthony.
-Four age-level books on Thomas Edison.


	II. Before you start

	Prerequisite knowledge and skills.
	Students should have a basic understanding of how to write poetry.

Students should be able to find important information about a historical figure from a book. 

Students should be able to work effectively within a collaborative group setting.

Students should be able to work independently on their writing.



	Assessment


	Pre-Assessment: Students will be given the "Pre-Lesson Questionnaire."  This will help students think about whether they have wrote in a method similar to bio poems prior to this lesson.  It will also get students thinking about what is important to include when writing a poem about a person.
Formative Assessment (For learning): Students will brainstorm important information to include in a bio poem about a historical figure.  The students will then fill out the "Bio Poem Planning" sheet.  The teacher will be able to gauge how well students can formulate information for a bio poem based off her observation and questioning during this activity.
Formative Assessment (Of learning): Students will brainstorm important information to include in a bio poem about a historical figure.  The students will then fill out the "Bio Poem Planning" sheet.  The students will be able to gauge how well they can formulate information for a bio poem based off of their group discussion at the end, where they compare the information they came up with against others in their group.
Summative Assessment: The teacher will look in the writer's notebooks several days after the lesson, taking note on whether students are exploring writing bio poems within their own free writing time.


	Identify those students (individuals or groups) in your class who will need special attention and describe the level of support you plan on giving them for various aspects of this lesson.  
	ELL Student - 

-The abbreviation of "bio" will be explained at the beginning of the lesson, to provide this student with the appropriate vocabulary and explanation for this activity. 
-The teacher will provide this student with a book about a historical figure that matches his reading level.

ADHD Student - 

-The teacher will gauge how well this student is managing their individual work time.  If they seem to be distracted the teacher will provide this student with a "daily goal" to achieve and give him steps for how to carry it out. 



	Do you need to set up your classroom in any special way for this lesson?  If so, describe it.
	The classroom will need to have tables for writers to collaborate and meet, as well as tables for writers to have space to work individually.  Comfortable chairs and beanbags would also be preferred.


	III. The Plan

	Parts
	Time
	

	Motivation


	2min
	-The teacher will recite the bio poem "Abe" by Allan Wolf (place a copy of the poem on the hovercam.)
-Abe:

"Strong, brooding, witty, compassionate

 Husband of Mary Todd Lincoln

 Cares deeply about saving the Union

 Who feels committed to ending slavery

 Who needs the nation’s understanding

 Who gives freely of himself

 Who fears war

 Who would like to see North and South as one again

 Resident of the ages"
-Does any one know the person this poem is about?

-Students will answer: "Abraham Lincoln" 

	Development
	6min

10min

45min
	-The poem that I read to you was about Abraham Lincoln, our 16th president. It was an example of a bio poem. (Write "bio poem" on the whiteboard.)
-The word "bio" comes from the larger word "biography." 
-A biography is writing about a person's life, written by another person. 

-Abraham Lincoln didn't write this poem about himself, but the author, Alan Wolf, wrote a poem about Abraham Lincoln.  That means this is a biographical piece of writing.

-The author also made sure to include important information about Abraham Lincoln in his poem.

-What important information do you see in this poem about Abraham Lincoln?

-Call on students.  Have them say their answer and then come up to the board and underline where it is in the poem on the hovercam.

-Show students the bio poem planning sheet on the board 

-Explain that each of them will be given a book about a historical figure during their free writing time.  During part of their free writing time they are expected to look through the book, think about what information is important to include about this person in a poem, and then fill out the "Bio Poem Planning" sheet.

-Show the "Bio Poem Planning" sheet on the hovercam.

-Explain to students what they need to fill out, modeling what might be included in each section if the poem was on Abraham Lincoln.

-Review with students what they need to do, writing a list on the board...
1) "Read part of your book" (about a historical figure.)

2) "What is most important to include" (if you were to write a poem about this person.)

3) "Fill out the Bio Poem Planning" sheet.
4) "If you want, finish your poem." (Explain to students that if they would like to use their free time to finish their bio poem they may.)
-Tell students to take out their notebooks and start individual writing time. Explain that you will come around and give each of them a historical book and a "Bio Poem Planning" sheet.

-Pass out a historical book and a "Bio Poem Planning" sheet to each student. 

 -Students will engage in individual writing time.

-During this time students will finish their "Bio Poem Planning" sheet.


-During this time the teacher will have a conference with as many 
students as possible.


-During this time writers will meet with each other to revise and share 
their pieces if they so wish. 


-During this time writers may engage in any writing they wish in their 
writers notebooks.

-During this time students may explore poetry books.


-During this time students may arrange the words on the "word 
inspiration board."

-The teacher will give students a "two-minute warning," letting them wrap up their thoughts.
-The students will put their writing notebooks away in the proper location.

	Closure
	50min
	-Explain to students that for share time today they will be in groups based off what historical figure they read about.

-Tell students to hold up their historical figure book, and without talking, find the other people in their group.  Once they do they must sit down quietly.  Remind students that if they start talking than you will make them start over.

-Explain to students that during share time today they will be each sharing something they thought would be important to include in a bio poem on their historical figure. They might share a few of the boxes on the "Bio Poem Planning" sheet, or if they wrote out a poem on this individual they might read that to the group if they wish.

	Lesson Reflection
	



