Lesson Planning Form for Differentiating Instruction  

	Teacher:  Kelsey Stark
	Date:  December 2013

	Grade/Level:  4th Grade
	Today’s Focus: Line Breaks


	I. Objectives

	How does this lesson tie in to a unit plan?

This lesson will help students explore how line breaks can be purposefully placed within poems.  Students will explore how they can better place line breaks within their past and future poetry.



	Content Objectives 
	Connections to National and State Standards

	1. Students will be able to discuss how the placement of line breaks can change how a poem is understood by its audience.
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

	2. Students will be able to alter line breaks in a poem for reasons of appearance, meaning, or emphasis. 


	

	
	

	
	

	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and do you have them?
	-Writing Notebooks (One for each student).

-Pencils, erasers, highlighters, pens of varying colors, whiteboards, sticky notes, and other writing supplies.

-Poetry Books.
-"Three Poems" worksheet (One for each group, found in the resources section).
-Words from the poem "Bubbles" written on individual poster board pieces with tape on the back.
-"Sharing Prompt" sheet (One for each student, found in resources section).
-Hovercam.


	II. Before you start

	Prerequisite knowledge and skills.
	Students should have a basic understanding of how to write poetry.

Students should be able to understand the basic concept of a line break.

Students should be able to work effectively within a collaborative group setting.

Students should be able to work independently on their writing.


	Assessment


	Pre-Assessment: By asking students to change the line breaks in the poem "Bubbles" to alter the appearance, meaning, and emphasis the teacher will gain a greater understanding of how much the students have explored and altered line breaks.  If the students are unable to change the line breaks of the poem accordingly, than the teacher will do more teaching on line breaks during this portion of the lesson.  The amount of direct teaching in this portion of the lesson will vary according to student response.   
Formative Assessment (for learning): The teacher will be able to gauge how comfortable the students are with altering line breaks through their work in partners.  The teacher will also be able to judge how well students are breaking up lines, for purposes of changing appearance, meaning, and emphasis through direct observation of the poems and student questioning.
Formative Assessment (of learning): Working in their partner groups, students will have the opportunity to explore how to change line breaks.  This will help them better see how comfortable they are with the concept of line breaks within poetry.
Summative Assessment: The teacher will look in the writer's notebooks several days after the lesson, taking note of the students' use of syllables in their poems.


	Identify those students (individuals or groups) in your class who will need special attention and describe the level of support you plan on giving them for various aspects of this lesson.  
	ELL Student 
- The definition of a line break is explained within this lesson to provide context and background for this ESL student. 
-The teacher will make sure to gauge the student's individual understanding during conference time, where the teacher will ask the student what he have done with line breaks in his past writing, and why.

ADHD Student - 

-The teacher will gauge how well this student is managing their individual work time.  If they seem to be distracted the teacher will provide this student with a "daily goal" to achieve and give him steps for how to carry it out. 



	Do you need to set up your classroom in any special way for this lesson?  If so, describe it.
	The classroom will need to have tables for writers to collaborate and meet, as well as tables for writers to have space to work individually.  Comfortable chairs and beanbags would also be preferred.


	III. The Plan

	Parts
	Time
	

	Motivation


	1min
	-Explain to students that one of the things you struggle with most, as a writer of poetry, is where to place line breaks.

-Explain that a line break is where a line ends and a new line begins.

-Explain to the students that during today's lesson we are going to explore and learn more about line breaks together. 

	Development
	15mi

n

25mi
n

55min
	-(Put the poster board pieces of the poem "Bubbles" on the whiteboard prior to the start of the lesson.) 
-Point to the poem "Bubbles" displayed on the board.

-Have one student volunteer to read the poem.

-Tell the students to look at where the line breaks are in this poem. 

-Explain to the students that the author choose these line breaks with specific purposes in mind.  It was done for a reason.
-Ask the students why the author might have chosen the original shape.

-A student will answer: because it looks like the shape of a bubble. 

-Tell the students to think about how they could change the way the poem looks by altering the line breaks.

-Ask students how they might change this poem's line breaks to make it look different.

-Change the arrangement of the poster board words accordingly.  

-Tell the students to think about how the poem might mean something different if there were different line breaks.

-Ask students how they might change the poem's line breaks in order to change the meaning of the poem. 

-Change the arrangement of the poster board words accordingly. 

-Tell the students to think about how the emphasis (or what seems most important) might change if the line breaks were different. 

-Ask students to think about how they might change the poem's line breaks in order to change the emphasis of the poem. 
-Change the arrangement of the poster board words accordingly. 

-Next, assign partner groups within the class and have these students move near each other. 

-Tell the class that you will be passing out a sheet with three poems on it (one of them being "Bubbles.")
-Explain to them that they will need to... 

1) Read the two poems provided for them on the sheet. 

2) Discuss the placement of line breaks within each poem.

3) Experiment and change the line breaks within only one of the poems.

4) Place their re-written version on the board.

-Explain to the partner groups that once they are done with this activity they can then move into their individual work time.

-Remind the students to go to the board and look at how other partner groups rearranged their poems during their individual time, if they wish.

-Students will engage in individual writing time.


-Students may finish rearranging the line breaks in their poems if they 
wish.


-During this time the teacher will have a conference with as many 
students as possible.


-During this time writers will meet with each other to revise and share 
their pieces if they 
so wish. 


-During this time writers may engage in any writing they wish in their 
writers notebooks.


-During this time students may explore poetry books.


-During this time students may arrange the words on the "word 
inspiration board."

-The teacher will give students a "two-minute warning," letting them wrap up their thoughtss. 
-The students will put their writing notebooks away in the proper location.

	Closure
	60min
	-The teacher will pass out a "sharing prompt" sheet to each student. The sheet will have the question on it "What is something you have been struggling with while trying to write poetry?"
-Give the students three minutes to write.

-Have the students go back to the partner they were working with earlier and share what they wrote.  

	Lesson Reflection
	



