Lesson Planning Form for Differentiating Instruction  

	Teacher:  Kelsey Stark
	Date:  December 2013

	Grade/Level:  4th Grade
	Today’s Focus: Definition Poems


	I. Objectives

	How does this lesson tie in to a unit plan?

After being taught about specific features of poetry, and how to find poetic inspiration, students will be taught another example of informational poetry following the lesson on bio poems. This lesson on definition poems will expand their understanding of informational poetry. 



	Content Objectives
	Connections to National and State Standards

	1. Students will be able to describe the features of a definition poem.
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.


CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2b Develop 
the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples related to 
the topic.


CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2d Use 
precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain 
the topic.

	2. Students will be able to create their own definition poems, within a group context.
	

	
	

	
	

	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and do you have them?
	-Writing Notebooks (One for each student).

-Pencils, erasers, highlighters, pens of varying colors, whiteboards, sticky notes, and other writing supplies.

-Poetry Books.
-Topic sheets with an informational, content based word on them (One for each group, found in resources section).
-Spanish to English dictionary for ELL student.
-Copy of your own original definition poem (found in resources section).

-Hovercam.


	II. Before you start

	Prerequisite knowledge and skills.
	Students should have a basic understanding of how to write poetry.

Students should understand grade level vocabulary.
Students should be able to work effectively within a collaborative group setting.

Students should be able to work independently on their writing.



	Assessment

(formative and summative)
	Pre-Assessment: The teacher will ask the students whether they think they could write a poem based off of one interesting word in their writers notebook. This will show the teacher whether students think a poem can be written based off of one word before the lesson begins.
Formative Assessment (for learning): The teacher will gauge how well the students understand the inclusion of "personal definitions" in definition poems based on their individual responses to what "happy" means to them.  The teacher will gauge how well students understand definition poems based on these responses, as well as through observation and questioning.     
Formative Assessment (of learning): The students will be able to gauge how well they understand definition poems when the class creates their own definition poem about the word "happy."  They will also be able to compare what they think a definition poem is to the example the teacher gives, in order to gauge their own growth and understanding. 

Summative Assessment: The teacher will look in the writer's notebooks several days after the lesson, taking note on whether students are exploring writing definition poems in their own individual writing time.


	Identify those students (individuals or groups) in your class who will need special attention and describe the level of support you plan on giving them for various aspects of this lesson.  
	ELL Student - 

-The student will be provided with a translation dictionary, from Spanish to English, to give this learner assistance if they are having trouble thinking of a particular word in their home language.
ADHD Student - 

-The teacher will gauge how well this student is managing their individual work time.  If they seem to be distracted the teacher will provide this student with a "daily goal" to achieve and give him steps for how to carry it out. 



	Do you need to set up your classroom in any special way for this lesson?  If so, describe it.
	The classroom will need to have tables for writers to collaborate and meet, as well as tables for writers to have space to work individually.  Comfortable chairs and beanbags would also be preferred.


	III. The Plan

	Parts
	Time
	

	Motivation


	5min
	-Explain to students that today we will be starting our lesson off with share time.  

-Have the students get out their notebooks and find one interesting word they have recorded within the past week.

-Explain to the students that we will go around the room, saying our interesting words one person after another, without any interruptions.

-Ask: "Do you think you could write a whole poem based off of this word?"

-Have students raise their hands in response.

-Call on a student who raises their hand "yes" to explain why.

	Development
	5min
10min

15min

25min

55min
	-Explain that during this lesson we are going to be talking about definition poems. (Write "definition poems" on the board.)
-Explain that in order to start a definition poem, you need a word.

-I am going to choose the word "happy."

-Explain that the next thing writers normally do is think about as many meanings for this word as they can.

-Ask students what "happy" means, or what other words mean "happy."
-Students will respond. 

-The teacher will type student responses into a "wordle" (www.wordle.net) repeating any responses that occur more than once.

-The teacher will display the wordle on the projector.

-The teacher will explain that these are the words or phrases that define "happy," but I don't think this would make a very interesting poem.  It is just a bunch of words. 

-Authors of definition poems often do not just include similar meaning words, they also think about what the word means to them personally.
 -So for example, "happy" for me means a cozy fireplace, family, and hot chocolate.

-Ask the students: "What does 'happy' mean for you?"

-Write student responses on the board.

-These are the exact types of descriptions that authors include in definition poems. Words with similar meanings, such as the ones we put into the wordle, are also used but often as extra additions.   

-Show students an example of your own definition poem.

"Happy: adj., When there is a fireplace behind me, hot chocolate in my hand, and family in front of me.  Sounds of laughter, strong yet obnoxious. When getting lost on a 50-mile trip leads you to a better destination than you intended. Trees, a lake, and a fishing pole in sight. The smell of fresh muffins. When you get out old childhood toys.  When unexpected things happen just at the right moment. Joy. Happiness."
-We are going to be writing our own definition poems today. 
-Split the students into seven groups of four students.

-Pass out a topic sheet to each group of students. Explain to students that these are topics we have been talking about in class.  Remind them to include words with similar meanings, such as those words included in the wordle, but also things from their own experiences that are related to the word. 

-Tell students that they will have ten minutes to work with their assigned group on their definition poem.  If it is not done by then they may start individual writing time if they wish. 

-Have the students hand their definition poems in to you when they are finished, and tell them to start their individual work time. 

-Post the definition poems on the board for students to look at for inspiration during individual writing time. 
-Students will engage in individual writing time.


-During this time students may look at the definition poems on the board 
for inspiration.


-During this time the teacher will have a conference with as many 
students as possible.


-During this time writers will meet with each other to revise and share 
their pieces if they so wish. 


-During this time writers may engage in any writing they wish in their 
writers notebooks.


-During this time students may explore poetry books.


-During this time students may arrange the words on the "word 
inspiration board."

-The teacher will give students a "two-minute warning," letting them wrap up their thoughts.

-The students will put their writing notebooks away in the proper location.

	Closure
	60min
	-The teacher will tell the students that they will close their day by turning to their table partner, and telling them one new thing they want to try in their poetry writing.

	Lesson Reflection
	



