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Date 
10/31/2013___    Subject/ Topic/ Theme 
Scary Stories


Grade ______2nd/3rd__________
	I. Objectives

	How does this lesson connect to the unit plan?

N/A


	Learners will be able to:
	cognitive-

R U Ap An E C*
	physical development
	socio-emotional

	· Discuss ideas and details from the story "Creepy Carrots"
	U
	
	

	· Define characters, setting, and conflict (or a problem) as three important areas to consider while creating a story
	R
	
	

	· Describe scary elements in the story "Creepy Carrots" 
· Create an outline of their own scary story, including basic story elements and scary details
	R
	
	

	
	C
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Common Core standards (or GLCEs if not available in Common Core) addressed:
Common Core Language Arts, Grade 2:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.7 Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.

Common Core Language Arts, Grade 3:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3a Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3a Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3b Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of characters to situations.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3c Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3d Provide a sense of closure.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.3 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail.


	(Note: Write as many as needed.  Indicate taxonomy levels and connections to applicable national or state standards.  If an objective applies to particular learners write the name(s) of the learner(s) to whom it applies.)

*remember, understand, apply, analyze, evaluate, create


	II. Before you start

	Identify prerequisite knowledge and skills.


	Students should be able to listen to a read aloud story.
Students should be able to work effectively with their table partners.
Students should be able to write in complete sentences.

Students should be able to develop their own imaginative, creative ideas.

Students should be able to identify, with guidance, the main character, setting, and conflict (or problem) in a story.

	Outline assessment activities

(applicable to this lesson)
	Pre-assessment (for learning):   

At the beginning of the lesson I will ask students what things they feel are important to listen for while I read the story aloud to them.  Their answers will vary, but will most likely give me a better understanding of their knowledge of characters, setting, and plotline or conflict.  By further questioning from their answers I can also see if students understand the specific vocabulary related to this lesson (including characters, setting, and conflict (or problem.)



	
	Formative (for learning):   
I will formatively assess students by asking questions throughout the lesson to gauge student understanding.  

I will also ask students what they think is important to include in a story, in order to make it feel scary.  I will do this before giving them their scary story outlines.  This will let me know how equip students are to include scary elements in their own stories, and help me determine whether I need to provide examples or brainstorm ideas together as a class.

While students brainstorm for their scary stories I will walk around and talk with each student ( both during this lesson and future times students work to complete the activity.) Talking with each student I will be able to understand their ability to develop the elements of their story, how well they include scary elements, and will be able to see if there is one particular thing the students are struggling with that needs to be addressed with the whole class.


	
	Formative (as learning):   
While students work on their scary story outline there will be a "Scary Story Checklist" shown on the hovercam to help guide their creation.  The checklist is directly correlated with what they will be graded on, and will help students monitor their progress and check their work at the end.



	
	Summative (of learning):   

Students will be assessed, after this lesson, on the scary-story brainstorming outline they will create.  This outline will be graded on whether they used their work time well (teacher observation and the amount of the worksheet completed will determine this grade), use of correct spelling and grammar, the existence of basic story elements, and the inclusion of scary details.



	What barriers might this lesson present?

What will it take – neurodevelopmentally, experientially, emotionally, etc., for your students to do this lesson?
	Provide Multiple Means of Representation
	Provide Multiple Means of Action and Expression
	Provide Multiple Means of Engagement

	
	Provide options for perception- making information perceptible
	Provide options for physical action- increase options for interaction
	Provide options for recruiting interest- choice, relevance, value, authenticity, minimize threats
7.1: Students get to choose from three different outlines formats when brainstorming the elements of their scary story.



	
	Provide options for language, mathematical expressions, and symbols- clarify & connect language

	Provide options for expression and communication- increase medium of expression

	Provide options for sustaining effort and persistence- optimize challenge, collaboration, mastery-oriented feedback
8.3: Students will be working in collaborative partner groups and then presenting the information they come up with to the rest of the class (Think, Pair, Share.)



	
	Provide options for comprehension- activate, apply & highlight
3.2: Before brainstorming what makes the story "Creepy Carrots" scary, the class will look at the critical elements of the story, outlining characters, setting, and conflict on the board.  This will help students understand what matters the most in this story, and what we should take away.

	Provide options for executive functions- coordinate short & long term goals, monitor progress, and modify strategies
6.3: Students will be given a graphic organizer or outline to help prompt their thinking about the scary story they will create.


	Provide options for self-regulation- expectations, personal skills and strategies, self-assessment & reflection


	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and are they ready to use?


	-Reynolds, A. (2012). Creepy Carrots! New York, NY: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers.
-Partner Question Sheet - (attached below, teacher will need to cut out each question prior to lesson)
-Three scary story outlines - 20 copies of each 
-"Scary Story Checklist" - (attached below)

	How will your classroom be set up for this lesson?  
	Regular Classroom Setup


	III. The Plan

	Time
	Components
	Describe teacher activities                 AND                           student activities
for each component of the lesson. Include important higher order thinking questions and/or prompts.

	
	Motivation

(opening/

introduction/

engagement)
	(-Before the lesson, pass out a "partner question" to each table group.  Tell them to keep it turned over until you say)

-Good morning boys and girls

-Ask: Can anyone tell me what today is? 
-Yes, and to celebrate Halloween I thought I would read you a story.

-Explain: This story is this month's book in the mayor's book club!  It's called "Creepy Carrots"

-What are some things in this story that we will want to pay close attention to while listening?

-Read "Creepy Carrots" to the kids. 
	-Student will answer: Halloween!

-Students will respond with what things they feel are important to listen for while the teacher reads.



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	4min
	
	
	

	
	Development

(the largest component or main body of the lesson)


	-Explain to students that now we are going to examine the outline of the story and what makes it so "creepy."

-Explain: Tell them that they will be working with their table partners.  

-They will turn over the sheet that you passed out to them at the beginning of the lesson, when you say.

-The sheet has a question on it 

-(Write "1. Think") Tell them that they will first be silent and think of an answer to the question on their own.

-(Write "2. Pair"..."tell then write a sentence") Tell them that they will then pair up with their partner and share their answer.  They will then write down what they think is the best answer on their sheet in a complete sentence.
-Write 3. Share) Tell the students that they will then share what they wrote as partners to the rest of the class. (Whoever doesn't write will speak.)

-Ask the students to give a "thumbs up" if they understand and a "thumbs down" if they don't.  Answer questions if needed.
-Tell the students to turn over their question and start the first step: think.  They will quietly think for a minute about what their answer might be.
-Tell the students to go on to the next step, pair.  Remind them to tell their partner what they think the answer is and then write a complete sentence together on their sheet
-Have a student share from each partner group what they wrote as a sentence. (the person who didn't write will do this.)
-Explain that characters are one important thing to consider in a story, so the partners who answered questions about the main character will go first.

-(Call on the students who received character questions first, located on the left side of the room)

-Write "characters" on the board and then write what the students present underneath

-Question the students to show deeper understanding of the material.  Ask, "why is that important to the story?" or "How did you figure that out?"  Etc.

-Go through all of the questions (going on to setting, located in the middle of the room, and plot, located on the right side of the room.  
-Emphasize how setting and conflict (or the problem) are also important areas in look at after reading a story.

-Each pair and response should take about 2min
-Ask the students what made this story so scary?

 -As students answer, circle any responses on the board that involve part of their answer.

-Explain that like any storywriter, scary story authors first develop their characters, setting, and conflict but then they add scary details within each of these to create their "creepy" story!


	-Students will give a "thumbs up" or "thumbs down"

-Students will think about the answer to their question

-Students will share with their partner their answer and then write a sentence with their partner answering the question.

-A student from each partner group will share

-Students will answer any questions proposed by the teacher.

-Students will respond with ideas of what made the story so scary

 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2min

(=6min)

1min

(=7min)

3min

(=10min)

16min

(=26min)

4min

(=29min)


	
	
	

	
	Closure

(conclusion, culmination, wrap-up)

	-Explain to the students that they will be using what they learned to create their own scary story.  -To do this, they are going to have to do exactly what the author of "Creepy Carrots" did and think about the characters, setting, and conflict or problem (have students say these out loud, while you point to the board.) and then add scary details to these things in their own stories.
-Tell the students that they have three different choices in how they can start brainstorming for their story

-Explain each choice on the hovercam and answer questions

-Show the students the scary story checklist on the hovercam and tell them to remember these things while they work.  
-They can also use this to check that they have done everything before they hand in their story. 

-Place the three outlines around the room and call off table groups to stand up and go choose one of the outlines.  (Remind them they have 30 seconds to do this.)

-Students will work on their outlines while the teacher walks around and answers questions.
	-
-Table groups will get up and the individual students will choose the outline they want to try.

-Students will work on their outlines quietly at their desks.

	
	
	
	

	4min

(=33min)

2min

(35min)

10min

(45min)
	
	
	

	Your reflection about the lesson, including evidence(s) of student learning and engagement, as well as ideas for improvement for next time. (Write this after teaching the lesson, if you had a chance to teach it. If you did not teach this lesson, focus on the process of preparing the lesson.)

	During the portion of the lesson where we discussed characters, setting, and conflict all the groups were able to come up with good answers without much guidance from the teacher.  Looking at student progress on the brainstorming sheets it appears that all students have met the expectation of being able to outline their own story and include scary details in their planning.  The students who did not show evidence of learning in their outlines appear to have chose an outline that was above their ability level (this is also known from talking to those students personally.) I feel that if these students had an outline that was at their skill level, they would be able to meet the last objective of the lesson.
If I were to do this lesson again, I have a few areas that I feel would need to be improved.  First, I would read the story with a slower pace, and in a way that would better engage and draw students in.  I would also pause to ask questions to students about what they think might happen next.  This will help them better understand the importance of questioning while reading, and help them in making predictions.  I would also create a system for having students use and share the book while they are answering the questions assigned to them.  If I were to do this again I would tell students to come up and ask me if they want to borrow the book.  I would then make a list on the board of who gets the book next, giving each group a specific amount of time to use it for reference.  I would then guide the students to pass the book on to the next group.  This may prevent conflict over use of the book and help me better manage sharing it among all of the groups.  I would also have students go back to their original seats before they begin sharing.  This will ensure that students are fully engaged to the group presenting, and prevent them from discussing their question further.  I would also have one person from each group write a few words or phrases to summarize their answer on the board, while another member of their group presents the answer to the class.  This would allow me to focus on responding to the student presenting, and would allow another student the opportunity to engage and present the material for the class.  In a future lesson I would also try to make it clearer that students would be creating their own scary stories, by explaining the process better and possibly having them come up with some scary ideas together as a class.  



Partner Question Sheet
What does the main character look like? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does the main character act?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do other characters react to Jasper, the main character?  (What do they think about him?)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Where does the story take place?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When does the story take place?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Write a detailed description of the setting (where the story takes place)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the conflict (or problem)?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How is the conflict (or problem) resolved?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Scary Story Checklist

· I am using all of my time wisely 
· I have capital letters in the right places
· I have periods in the right places
· I have had a teacher check my outline for spelling errors
· I have described a scary character
· I have described a scary setting
· I have described the conflict (or problem) 
· I have added as much detail as I can
