Lesson Planning Form for Differentiating Instruction — Education 305

Teacher 

Kelsey Stark and Sonya Sulayman



Grade level and theme
1st grade/School Community


 
Thread/crossover 

Civics/ELA


	I. Objectives

	What is the main focus of this lesson?

The main focus of this lesson will be on defining, identifying, and responding to school issues within The Potter's House community.


	How does this lesson tie in to your Big Idea
The big idea we will be exploring during this unit is: "What affects our school community within Potter's House?" We will be answering three questions "How did The Potter's House start in 1981, and what has its history been since?"; "What is The Potter’s House like now in comparison?"; "How can I contribute to The Potter’s House community today?"  This lesson will be looking more closely at the last question, helping students understand problems within their school community and how they can solve and contribute to make The Potter's House a better place.


	What are your objectives for this lesson? (“students will be able to”.)  Indicate connections to applicable national or state standards (glces).   Indicate themes any threads addressed in this lesson (ex-Geography-human environment interaction)
1) Identify school issues (1 – P3.1.1) (GLCES: Public Discourse)
2) Write an individual opinion piece about one school issue (1 – P3.3.1, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.1) (GLCES: Public Discourse)

3) Conduct an action plan addressing a school issue (1 – P4.2.1, 1 – P4.2.2) (GLCES: Public Discourse)


	II. Before you start

	Prerequisite knowledge and skills. What are you assuming they know or have already done.

	-Understanding of what a complete sentence is.

-Ability to work together, collaboratively in groups.
-Understanding of what a "school issue" is

	Assessment

(formative and summative)


	-Pre-assessment: Students will write down something they believe to be a school issue.
-Formative assessment: The teacher will use observation and questioning while the students brainstorm, to test their level of knowledge. Also the students will be writing an opinion piece where the teacher will be able to recognize the development of student’s thoughts on the subject.

-Summative Assessment: Their development of the action plan and how it will be implemented will show students understanding of school issues and how to address them together as a community.


	Key vocabulary for this lesson
	School Issue
Action plan



	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and do you have them?

	Paper - for each student.
Materials for action plans (depends on what the students create for their action plans.)
Opinion Piece Graphic Organizer

Action plan worksheet

	Opportunities for differentiation
	If a group is struggling with coming up issues that they can act upon, the teacher would help them brainstorm some of the issues that the school has, and ask students if particular issue affects them more or less personally.

If a group if struggling to come up with action plans, the teacher can help students brainstorm ideas by asking them what they think they can do in order to help solve the issue.



	III. The Plan

	Time
	Parts
	The description of  (script for) the lesson, wherein you describe teacher activities and student activities

	5 minutes
	Motivation

(Opening/
Introduction/

Engagement)
	-The teacher will ask the students what their social studies lesson what on the day before. Students will respond, "What it means to be a good citizen."

-The teacher will review with the students, asking them: "What are some ways you can be a good citizen in your school community?" Students will respond with several examples from the previous lesson. 

-The teacher will then (Once a student answers "respond to school issues" or if it has been a few minutes and no one has said this) explain that responding to school issues is, in fact, one way that we can be good citizens in our school community at "The Potter's House."

-The teacher will then ask: "What is a school issue." 

-The teacher will explain to the students that they each have a slip of paper on their desks. The teacher will tell the students to write down something they think is an issue at "The Potter's House." The teacher will remind the students that they are to do this quietly.


	
	
	

	5 minutes

	Development
	-The teacher will explain that a school issue is a problem happening at The Potter's House that affects teachers, students, or the outside world. A real school issue is not just something YOU want, it is something that hurts everyone at The Potter's House.
-The teacher will ask the students to raise their hands and share what they wrote down as school issues on their papers.

-The teacher will talk with the students about whether this is a real school issue. If so, the teacher will write this example on the whiteboard.

-The teacher will then explain that one way to respond to issues in a community is to write an opinion piece on what the issue is, and why it is important.

-The teacher will explain to the students that they are to choose one school issue from the board to write an opinion piece about.

-The teacher will tell the students to think quietly about which issue they want to write about. The teacher will remind them to choose something they really care about.

-The teacher will then show the students the "opinion piece graphic organizer" on an overhead projector or hovercam.

-The teacher will explain what each section means and will give some examples what might go in each section. 

-The teacher will then pass out the graphic organizers and a lined sheet of paper to each student.  The teacher will explain that once their organizer is done they can try to start writing on the lined sheet of paper.

-Give the students work time.

-The teacher will walk around, observing student progress and answering questions. 

-The teacher will give students a five-minute warning to help them wrap up their pieces.

-Next, the teacher will ask a few students to present their opinion pieces to the class. 

-The teacher will then explain that another way to address school issues is to create an action plan, or a way to solve the problem at hand.
-The teacher will give an example: "Having a messy room is a problem. You could create an action plan to help solve that problem that would tell how much cleaning you could do each day, and where in the room you would clean, for a week. This would help the room get clean quickly. An action plan is a plan of how you will solve the problem.

-The teacher will explain that in groups, the class will be creating action plans to help address school issues at "The Potter's House." The teacher will explain that groups will be decided based on what they wrote their opinion pieces on.

-The teacher will ask students one-by-one what they wrote their opinion piece on. The teacher will then ask other students who wrote on the same topic to join this student and make a group.  

-The teacher will then show the students the "Action Plan" worksheet on the overhead/hovercam, explaining each section and what should be included.

-The teacher will then pass out an action plan to each group of students.
-The students will have work time.
-The teacher will walk around to student groups, observing and answering questions, provide help if necessary.


	20 minutes

20 minutes


	
	

	10 minutes
	Closure


	-Each group will present their "action plan" in front of the class.

-The teacher will then explain that as a class, you are going to be using these action plans to help solve school issues at "The Potter's House." 

-The teacher will explain that one school issue will be addressed each week, and that each week a new action plan will be done.

-The teacher will map out on a calendar when each school issue will be addressed. The teacher will then hang this calendar on the wall for student reference.

-Following this, the teacher will use part of social studies time each week to address each of the school issues and do something from each action plan. 




