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Grade level and theme
1st grade/ School Community
 Thread/crossover 
Civics/ELA




	I. Objectives

	What is the main focus of this lesson?

The main focus of this lesson will be the different levels of authority at "The Potter's House." We will also look at the ideas of power with and without authority.


	How does this lesson tie in to your Big Idea
The big idea we will be exploring during this unit is: "What affects our school community within Potter's House?" We will be answering three questions "How did The Potter's House start in 1981, and what has its history been since?"; "What is The Potter’s House like now in comparison?"; "How can I contribute to The Potter’s House community today?"  This lesson will be looking more closely at different levels of power and authority found at The Potter's House.


	What are your objectives for this lesson? (“students will be able to”.)  Indicate connections to applicable national or state standards (glces).   Indicate themes any threads addressed in this lesson (ex-Geography-human environment interaction)
1) Identify the authority figures in the school. (1 – C1.0.2) (Civics)
2) Define power without authority. (1 – C1.0.3) (Civics )
3) Describe the importance of rules in a school community (1 – C1.0.1) (Civics)
4) Distinguish between examples of the use of power with/without authority in the school. (1 – C1.0.2, 1 – C1.0.3) (Civics)
5) Collaborate effectively as a group.
6) Recall key details in the story, "Too Many Tamales" and understand its connection to power without authority. 
(CCSS.ESL-Literacy.RL.1.2)


	II. Before you start

	Prerequisite knowledge and skills. What are you assuming they know or have already done.

	-Students will have a basic knowledge of who has authority within the school. 
-Students will have a basic knowledge of the school rules at "The Potter's House."
-Students will be able to listen and respond to an out-loud reading.

	Assessment

(formative and summative)


	-Pre-Assessment: The class will start by making an authority tree, identifying different authority figures in the school.  The teacher will use questioning and observation during this time to gain an understanding of how much the students know about this topic.
-Formative: Questioning and observation while students work together with their "role play" groups.
-Summative: The teacher will use a rubric to assess how well students worked together in their groups, their participation and how well they listened when other groups presented, and how well they showed understanding of lesson concepts while voting on whether another group's presentation showed power with or without authority.

	Key vocabulary for this lesson
	Authority

Power with authority
Power without authority
Principal

Superintendent



	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and do you have them?

	"Too Many Tamales" by Gary Soto
Magazines/Anti-bullying packets

Skit ideas typed out on slips of paper

	Opportunities for differentiation
	-There is most likely a range of reading levels in the classroom. Initially, the teacher will give the students their situations and have them try to read it on their own. Then the teacher will go around and help those who are having trouble. This allows the students at higher levels to try reading the paper, while also helps scaffold for those at lower levels.
-If the class is shy and doesn't want to perform their skits in front of everyone the teacher could change the lessons so that two different skit groups performed in front of one another. This would lower the level of pressure for the students and make them more comfortable. 



	III. The Plan

	Time
	Parts
	The description of  (script for) the lesson, wherein you describe teacher activities and student activities

	8 minutes
5 minutes
	Motivation

(Opening/
Introduction/

Engagement)
	-The teacher will start the lesson by asking the students what it means to have power? (He/she will also write the word "power" on the whiteboard.) The students will respond.
-The teacher will then explain that if one person makes another person do something, it means that person has power.
-The teacher will then ask the students: "Who has more power in the school, the principal or me? Why?" The teacher will then ask the students: "Who has more power in this class, (student name) or me? Why?"
-The teacher will then explain that sometimes people have a right to tell others what to do, and sometimes they do not.

-The teacher will explain that at The Potter's House and many other places there are certain people who are in authority. (He/she will write "authority" on the board.) If a person has authority it means they have the right to use power to control others.
-The teacher will explain how authority is different from power. Authority means that the person has the right to tell others what to do, or use their power.
-The teacher will ask the students if they can think of any examples of someone who has authority? 

-The teacher will give an example from their school: "The principal has authority over our school.  This means he is in charge of our school and has the power to control us, give us rules, and guide us.

This is called power with authority. 
-The teacher will then ask: "What if I say that I'm in charge of the whole school and have more power than the principal? Would this be power with authority?

-The teacher will explain: "This would be power without authority, because as a teacher I don't have has high of authority as the principal. Having power without authority means that I would be showcasing power without being in that position of authority. I would be acting as if I had power, when really I don't. 
-The teacher will then tell the students that they are going to practice what they just learned by making an "authority tree." The people at the top of the tree, by the branches have less authority, while the people by the trunk are bigger and have more authority.  
-The teacher would help the students start making the tree by asking: "Who at our school do you think has the most authority?" (Students will likely respond with, "the principal.")

-The teacher will then ask, who has the most power after the principal? (Students should answer: vice principal.")

-The teacher will continue guiding the students in the creation of the tree. (Adding teachers, students, etc.)

-To finish the authority tree the teacher will then ask the students: "Who do you think has more authority than the principal?"

-The teacher will explain that The Potter's House has something called a superintendent. The superintendent is in charge of every school (elementary, middle, and high school) and their principal.
-Ask the students if they know who the superintendent of their school is? (The students should answer: "Mr. Booey.")

-The teacher will add Mr. Booey to the authority tree.


	
	
	

	7 minutes
	Development
	-The teacher will then explain that they are going to be reading a book together called, "Too many Tamales." In this book, something uses power without having authority. The teacher will explain that the students will need to listen closely to catch when this happens.
-Read "Too Many Tamales" by Gary Solo

-The teacher will ask the students who uses power without having authority? The students will likely answer: The little girl. What does this person do that is not in their authority? The students will likely respond: She took her mother’s ring without permission.
-The teacher will then ask the students what happened after this person used power without having authority? The students will likely respond: She lost the ring and has to bear the consequences.

-The teacher will then ask the students why they think people in authority are necessary?  
-The teacher will explain that authority figures often make rules for a school community. Why are schools so important in a school community?

-The teacher will then explain that they are going to practice recognizing situations where someone uses power with or without authority. 
-The teacher will then split the students up into groups of three.

-The teacher will explain that each group will be given a sheet of paper with a situation on it.  The group first needs to decide if this is situation is an example of someone using power with or without authority. (One of these situations will be about bullying.)
-The teacher will go around and help groups who are having trouble reading their situation. The teacher will also make sure the groups are on track in their thinking.
-The teacher will then explain that the next task the groups have is to make a short skit or play about their situation. They will then show this in front of the class, and the class will guess whether their situation is one that shows the use of power with authority or the use of power without authority.

-The teacher will give the students time to work on their skits. During this time the teacher will walk around and help those groups who are struggling. 
-Students will present their situations in front of class.
-As each group presents their situation, the teacher will be filling out the activity's "rubric" for each child in the group.

-After each group presents, students in the class will be asked to write down whether they think the situation was an example of power with or without authority. As the students write down their answers, the teacher will walk around, taking note of who is on the right track (and putting notes down for that child's "rubric" if necessary.)

-Then, the group will get the chance to call on someone in the class and have them share what their answer was. 

-After a student gives their answer, the teacher will take over, explaining why the answer is correct or why the answer is incorrect.

-When the teacher gets to the bullying example he/she will explain how bullying is one of the most important examples of a student using power without authority at school. The teacher will explain that if they know someone being bullied, or if they are bullied themselves they should always tell a teacher and get help from someone who has higher authority.
-After each group has presented the teacher will ask the students why people in authority at The Potter's House, and the rules they give us, are important? The teacher will write each idea down on the board.

-The students will then create motions to each point made, helping them better remember why rules and authority figures are important in a school community.  



	20 minutes

5 minutes
	
	

	15 minutes
	Closure


	-After the motions presentation, the teacher will tell the students that they will be creating posters that show an example of power with authority and power without authority. They will be doing this by cutting pictures out of magazines.

-The students will be provided with several magazines (along with anti-bullying pamphlets.) The teacher will show the students some of these magazines, explaining that they will have a chance to page through and find examples of power with authority and without authority in the pictures. Once they find a picture, they will raise their hand and the teacher will carefully rip out the page so they can cut it out.

-The teacher will call up rows of students to get supplies and magazines.
 -The students will have time to work on their posters.
-The teacher will walk around to guide student thinking, and to talk with students individually about why they think this idea of power with and without authority is important to know about.

-If time a few students could share their posters.




