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Grade level and theme
1st grade/ School Community
  Thread/crossover 
Civics


	I. Objectives

	What is the main focus of this lesson?

The main focus of this lesson looks at what a good citizen is, and has students brainstorm different components and reasons for being a good citizen. The lesson then has students look at how they can be good citizens and contribute within The Potter's House community, specifically. The students will come up with examples that show good citizenship as a part of the school's community. Students will also start brainstorming about the school issues that The Potter’s House is encountering, as a transition into the topic of the next lesson.


	How does this lesson tie in to your Big Idea
The big idea we will be exploring during this unit is: "What affects our school community within Potter's House?" We will be answering three questions "How did The Potter's House start in 1981, and what has its history been since?"; "What is The Potter’s House like now in comparison?"; "How can I contribute to The Potter’s House community today?" This lesson ties into our big idea because it leads students to think about how they are contributing to the school community.  It explores specific components of being a good citizen, and then has students brainstorm ideas as to how they can contribute more to the school as a good citizen. 


	What are your objectives for this lesson? (“students will be able to”.)  Indicate connections to applicable national or state standards (glces).   Indicate themes any threads addressed in this lesson (ex-Geography-human environment interaction)
1) Describe and illustrate the characteristics of a good citizen. (1 - C5.0.1) (Civics) 
2) Compare and contrast the rewards/consequences that result from the choices citizens make. (1 - C5.0.2) (Civics)
3) Collaborate with a group to clearly show an example of being a good or bad citizen. (1 - C5.0.1, 1 - C5.0.2) (Civics)
4) Develop an idea that describes how they could be a better citizen in their school. (1- C5.0.2) (Civics)
5) Recognize that addressing school issues is a part of being a good citizen. (Civics)


	II. Before you start

	Prerequisite knowledge and skills. What are you assuming they know or have already done.

	-Students should know they are citizens within the school community.

-Students should have a basic idea of how their actions could affect the school community.  


	Assessment

(formative and summative)


	Pre-assessment: At the beginning of the lesson, students will brainstorm what "citizen" means, what actions a good citizen might do, and what the rewards or consequences are for being a good citizen versus a bad citizen. This basic brainstorming will give the teacher an idea of where the students' knowledge lies regarding this topic.
Formative assessment: Questioning/observation while students are preparing and presenting their “skit." 
Summative Assessment: At the end of the lesson, each student will write down an idea of how he/she could be a better school citizen. Through this the teacher will be able to see student understanding and application of lesson concepts.


	Key vocabulary for this lesson
	Citizen (Good citizen, bad citizen.)
Characteristics

School Issue 
Responsibility
Rewards

Consequences

Contribution

Community



	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and do you have them?

	Whiteboard

Poster with a person drawn on it (for the "figure of a good citizen" activity)
Note cards (for students to write down ideas of how they can act as a good citizen.) 

	Opportunities for differentiation
	-If the class is shy and doesn't want to perform their skits in front of everyone the teacher could change the lessons so that two different skit groups performed in front of one another. This would lower the level of pressure for the students and make them more comfortable. 

-If the students struggle to think of a situation to show for their skit, the teacher can guide the students by asking them to think of specific students in the classroom and how they have showed the characteristics of a good citizen. The teacher can also use classroom literature for examples of when someone might have acted like a bad citizen. 



	III. The Plan

	Time
	Parts
	The description of  (script for) the lesson, wherein you describe teacher activities and student activities

	5 minutes
	Motivation

(Opening/
Introduction/

Engagement)
	-The teacher will start by having the class sit together in a large group.

-The class will start by brainstorming some ideas on citizenship. The teacher will guide this discussion.
-"Do you know the word 'citizen?'" "What does it mean?"
-After the students have answered, the teacher will make sure the students understand that a citizen is a member of a group, or belongs to a particular community.
· "Who can be a citizen at The Potter's House?"
-After the students have answered, the teacher will make sure the students understand that all of them are citizens at The Potter's House. Anyone who goes to The Potter's House is a citizen in the school community.

-"What are some of the things that a good citizen might do in school?"

- After the students have answered, the teacher will give the students examples of what a good citizen can do in the school community. (Ex: Being respectful of others, following rules, picking up trash, etc.)

-"What are some of the rewards you can think of for people that are good citizens?" (The teacher will further define "rewards" if students are struggling.)

-After the students have answered, the teacher will give the students examples of rewards, or good outcomes, for people who are a good citizen in their school community. (Ex: If they are respectful they might have more friends, if they follow the rules the school will run smoothly, if they pick up trash the school around them will be clean, and overall they will feel better and proud on the inside.)

· "What are some of the consequences you can think of for people that are not good citizens?" (The teacher will further define "consequences" if students are struggling.)
-After the students have answered, the teacher will give the students examples of consequences for people who are not good citizens in their school community. (Ex: If you are not respectful of others you may not have friends or you may get send to the principal's office; if you don't follow the rules the school won't run smoothly and you, or other people, might get hurt; if you do not pick up trash than the school around you will be messy and dirty; if you are not a good citizen you will not feel as good or proud on the inside.
-"Have you ever done something as a good citizen in the school?" "What was it?" (If the students are struggling the teacher will provide examples of things they have done in the classroom that count.)


	
	
	

	20 minutes
10 minutes

10 minutes
	Development
	 -The teacher will split the class into groups. The teacher will explain to the students that they will need to think of their own example, of someone being a good or bad citizen, in their groups. They only need to choose one or the other.) They will also have to include what the consequences or rewards might be for the situation they choose to show. (For example: If it is a good citizen example they will show how the person is rewarded in the end.) They will then make the situation they come up with into a skit and present it in front of the class. 
-The teacher will ask if there are any questions after the "skit" activity has been explained.
-The students will then begin working. The teacher will walk around, observing how students are doing, as well as asking some guiding questions to help them organize their ideas.
· "Is your situation an example of a good citizen's or a bad citizen's actions?"

· "Have you included a reward or consequence for the citizen's actions?"
-Each group of students will then present their skit in front of the class. 

-Each skit will be followed by a short discussion to help students reflect on the situation presented. 

-"Was the person in this skit showing traits of a good or bad citizen?"


-"What were the rewards or consequences this person experienced?"


-"What does this tell us about being a good citizen in the school?"

-After each group has presented, the teacher will then explain to the students that they are going to use what they learned from the skits to help them design the "figure" of a good citizen. The teacher will put up a pasteboard with a person outlined on it. The teacher will explain to the students that this is their good citizen (the teacher will write good citizen at the top) and they will write the characteristics, or things, that make him a good citizen around the outside edge. They will then hang this poster up in the classroom to help them remember the characteristics of a good citizen.
-The teacher will ask the students: "What were the characteristics of good citizens you saw through our skits?" "What are some things a good citizen does that a bad citizen doesn’t?" 

-The teacher will guide students thoughts, reminding them of particular skits and the characteristics the citizen in the skit displayed (or didn't display.)

-The teacher will ask the students: "Can you think of any characteristics of a good citizen that weren't shown in our skits?"
-The teacher will finish this activity by reading off the characteristics of a good citizen, as shown on their poster. The teacher will then put the poster on a wall in the classroom, for student reference.  


	
	
	

	10 minutes
	Closure


	-The teacher will then remind the students that they are citizens of The Potter's House community.  The teacher will ask the students: "Do your actions, as citizens of the school have an affect on the school community?" 

-The teacher will make sure the students understand that the things they do have an affect on The Potter's House and its community. Therefore, it is important to learn how to be a good school citizen so that each of us can make The Potter's House a better place!

-The teacher will then tell the students that to wrap up the lesson they will each be given a notecard. On that notecard thee students will write down an idea of how they can be a better citizen in the school. 
-The teacher will ask around and guide students’ thoughts.

-The teacher will then collect the notecards, reading some of the students’ ideas in front of the class. (The teacher will later display these notecards near the poster board of a good citizen, showing the small commitments that students have made to be better citizens in the school.
-The teacher will then tell the students that these are all great ways to practice being a good citizen in The Potter's House community, they incorporate the characteristics of a good citizen listed on our poster (the teacher will list and few, explaining how they connect with the students' examples.)
-The teacher will remind the students that there are several rewards to being a good citizen, one of them is having a safer, cleaner, friendlier, and overall better school environment.

-The teacher will then explain to the students that he/she thinks the class is missing one important characteristic of a good citizen... Good citizens help address school issues. That means that if there is a problem in the school, a good citizen talks and it and comes up with a plan to fix it. 

-The teacher will ask the students: "What is an example of a school issue at The Potter's House... can you think of any examples?"

-The teacher will tell the students to keep thinking of school issues they see at The Potter's House, because "school issues" is at topic they will be looking at more closely during tomorrows lesson. 



