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`
Grade level and theme
1st grade/ School Community


 Thread/crossover   Geography

	I. Objectives

	What is the main focus of this lesson?

The main focus of this lesson is to help students explore the geography aspect of The Potter’s House. Students will be able to learn about maps and legends, as well as the importance of knowing them. Students will also learn the skills of – reading, comparing and contrasting, constructing, and writing directions as related to maps and legends. 


	How does this lesson tie in to your Big Idea
The big idea we will be exploring during this unit is: "What affects our school community within Potter's House?" We will be answering three questions "How did The Potter's House start in 1981, and what has its history been since?"; "What is The Potter’s House like now in comparison?"; and "How can I contribute to The Potter’s House community today?" This lesson ties into our big idea because it explores the geography side of the Potter’s House. Students will recognize that the geography of "The Potter's House" has changed overtime. They will also be able to explore the current geography of The Potter's House as a class by exploring and constructing a map of the school, as well as creating and defending a legend to go along with this school map.


	What are your objectives for this lesson? (“students will be able to”.)  Indicate connections to applicable national or state standards (glces).   Indicate themes any threads addressed in this lesson (ex-Geography-human environment interaction)
1) Navigate around the school, in groups, during exploration time. (1 - G1.0.3, 1 - G2.0.2) (Geography – Place, Location)
2) Identify important characteristics and boundaries to include in a map of "The Potter's House." (1 – G2.0.2) (Geography - Place, Location)
3) Create a set of personal directions that describe how to reach a location in The Potter's House. (1-G1.0.3) (Geography -Location)
4) Construct, as a class, a map of The Potter's House that includes a legend. (1-G1.0.1, 1-G2.0.2, 1-G1.0.3) (Geography – Place) 
5) Collaborate effectively as a group. 
6) Defend, as a class, why the places they include on their map legend are important. (1 - G2.0.2) (Geography – Location, Place)



	II. Before you start

	Prerequisite knowledge and skills. What are you assuming they know or have already done.

	-Basic knowledge of what maps are (hopefully some prior experience with maps)

-Basic knowledge on the purpose of maps




	Assessment

(formative and summative)


	-Pre-assessment: At the beginning of the lesson the teacher will ask the students about their prior knowledge of maps and why they think maps are important. 
-Formative: Observation and questioning when students are having exploration time.
-Summative: Paper pen questionnaire to check students’ understanding of lesson concepts.


	Key vocabulary for this lesson
	Map

Legend
Left

Right

Front

Back

Turn

Corner
Back



	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and do you have them?

	Maps of school 
Example map (must include a legend)
Papers and pencils for students

	Opportunities for differentiation
	-Students that struggle with filling in the skeleton map will have guidance and help from teacher/parent helper that is coming along with them during the exploration time.

-Students can choose to draw or write while reflecting about their exploration, depending on skills they are comfortable with – as long as they are able to share and tell the teacher how their experience went and the discoveries they made.




	III. The Plan

	Time
	Parts
	The description of  (script for) the lesson, wherein you describe teacher activities and student activities

	5 minutes
	Motivation

(Opening/
Introduction/

Engagement)
	-The teacher will start the lesson by having students together as a big group to talk about their prior experience with maps. 
-The teacher will bring in a map, asking the students, "What are important things to remember when reading a map?" "What are maps for?" 

-Then they will transition into talking about the specific reasons why maps are important, and why it is important to be able to read maps.
-The class will discuss together the specific directions that we need to know for maps, and together with the teacher, students will do some movement indicating the directions. 
-The teacher will split students into their map exploration groups, along with assigning specific parent helpers to each group.


	
	
	

	15 minutes
10 minutes
	Development
	-Each exploration group will be given a skeleton map of specific hallways/wings in the school. 
-The teacher will explain to the students and helpers that on each map, there will be a starting point indicated. Students will have to write directions on how they got to that point, before filling out the rest of the skeleton map.
-Students will then go on an "exploration adventure" with their adult helper, filling in their skeleton map as they go. 
-The teacher will explain to the students that they should draw in important places on their maps, such as classrooms, the library, restrooms, or any other areas they think are important.
-Adult helpers will guide the students during this exploration. They will also ask them questions along the way to get them thinking: "What do you think is important to include in this portion of the map?" "Why?" "What is your favorite place in this part of the school?" "Have you learned anything about this part of the school after mapping it out?" etc.) 

 -After students complete their exploration, they will present their hallway/wing in front of the class, telling specific important information about that hallway/wing. ("How many classrooms were there?" "Are there any special rooms, such as the library or gym, in this part of the school?" "Why do you think these places were important to include on the map?" etc)  
-As a class, all the different hallways/wings will be combined to make a complete “map” of the school. (The skeleton wings will be placed on the whiteboard with magnets, with sections that connect being placed closer to each other, like puzzle pieces.) 
-The teacher will ask guiding questions during this time to help the class create the whole map ("Which part of the school is next to this?" etc) The teacher could also call specific groups or students up to the board to help the formation process. 
-As a class, the teacher will guide students in developing a legend that will indicate “important” locations according to the students’ opinions.
-The teacher will then explain to the students that they will be creating a legend for their map, this legend will show "important" locations.
-The teacher will show the students an example of a map and its legend.

-The teacher will then ask the students, "Why do you think the people who create maps need to create legends?"

-The teacher will explain how a map's legend helps those who are reading the map locate what they are looking for quickly.
-The teacher will then ask the students to raise their hands and name some of the places they think are important, and should be included on a legend for the school map. With each place suggested, the teacher will ask the students what picture should represent that place on the map. The teacher will write/draw the legend on the whiteboard next to the school map.
-With each new place suggested, the teacher will ask the students why they chose to include that place in the legend.

-If time: The teacher will then explain how now that they have had a chance to learn about the school and map it, they will now get a chance to find a place in the school with a set of directions.  

-The students will trade the directions they wrote, at the beginning of the lesson with another group. -Then the exploration groups will go out again, with their adult helper and try to find where that group started.

	20 minutes
 
	
	

	10 minutes
	Closure


	To check students’ understanding and learning, a simple questionnaire will be given to each student. 

· Did you find it hard or easy to follow the other group's directions?

· What is important to know about maps?

· Why do you think the places you choose to include in the school map's legend are more important? Which places were not important to include in the school maps legend?
· Can you tell me your favorite things about the lessons we have learned today?

· What are some of the challenges you had throughout the lesson today?




