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	I. Objectives

	How does this lesson connect to the unit plan?

At this time, this lesson is not connected to a particular unit plan. However, this lesson could easily be connected to units on this time period in the Old Testament or ones that focus on leaders in the bible. 



	Learners will be able to:
	cognitive-

R U Ap An E C*
	physical development
	socio-emotional

	· Describe the story of Nehemiah. 
	R
	
	

	· Respond to the story of Nehemiah by asking questions and/or practicing empathy
	
	
	X

	· Use bible commentaries to research their questions related to the Nehemiah text 
· Compile what they learned about Nehemiah into a ”bio poem”
	Ap
	
	

	
	E
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Common Core standards (or GLCEs if not available in Common Core) addressed:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.


	(Note: Write as many as needed.  Indicate taxonomy levels and connections to applicable national or state standards.  If an objective applies to particular learners write the name(s) of the learner(s) to whom it applies.)

*remember, understand, apply, analyze, evaluate, create


	II. Before you start

	Identify prerequisite knowledge and skills.


	-Students will have a basic understanding of the bible and its themes of creation, fall, and redemption.
-Students will have a basic understanding of the exile and return of the Jewish people.

-Past experience referencing things in the Bible. 
-Understanding of a bible commentary's purpose, and experience using one. 
-Basic understanding of a biography (in preparation for the "bio poem" activity.)


	Outline assessment activities

(applicable to this lesson)
	Pre-assessment (for learning):   

-At the beginning of the lesson, students will be placed in groups and asked to write three things they know about Nehemiah. If they don't know anything, the students will be asked to write down three questions they have about Nehemiah. Each group will then share what they wrote with the class.


	
	Formative (for learning):   

-Students will be responding to the Nehemiah story by both asking questions, and reflecting on how Nehemiah might feel, throughout the story-telling. This will help students access their understanding of the story, and will guide their thoughts while listening. 



	
	Formative (as learning):   

-As students respond to the Nehemiah story, by asking questions and by reflecting on how Nehemiah might feel, the teacher will be able to access the students' level of understanding as the story is told.


	
	Summative (of learning):   

-Students will be ending this lesson by writing a "bio poem" that describes Nehemiah and what they learned through this bible story. This will help the teacher see the students' understanding of the story's plotline, major themes, as well as their reflections and take-aways on the Nehemiah story.



	What barriers might this lesson present?

What will it take – neurodevelopmentally, experientially, emotionally, etc., for your students to do this lesson?
	Provide Multiple Means of Representation
	Provide Multiple Means of Action and Expression
	Provide Multiple Means of Engagement

	
	Provide options for perception- making information perceptible
1.3 After the teacher aurally presents a portion of the Nehemiah story, the corresponding biblical text will be shown on an overhead or hovercam. Through this, students can receive information not just aurally, but through another median.


	Provide options for physical action- increase options for interaction

	Provide options for recruiting interest- choice, relevance, value, authenticity, minimize threats
7.2 Throughout the lesson, students will be given warnings about how much time they have left. During the preparation of their “bio poems” students will also have a visible timer to refer to. This will minimize the threat of not having enough time, and will help students focus.


	
	Provide options for language, mathematical expressions, and symbols- clarify & connect language
2.4 A bible translation and commentary will be made available for each first language represented in the classroom. This way ESL students can reference points in the text through their home language if necessary. 


	Provide options for expression and communication- increase medium of expression
5.2 After students have created a rough draft of their bio poem, they will be given the opportunity to type it into a word document on a laptop computer (if the school has the resources to accommodate this.) The teacher will encourage the use of the spell-check and grammar-check functions. This will allow the students to compose text using the tools of multi-media.
 
	Provide options for sustaining effort and persistence- optimize challenge, collaboration, mastery-oriented feedback
8.2 While writing their "bio poems," students will be given the option to use a template/outline or write without guidance. This will allow students to make choices about the level of challenge in the activity.



	
	Provide options for comprehension- activate, apply & highlight
3.1 At the beginning of the lesson, students will be asked to describe what they know about the Nehemiah story. Throughout the storytelling, students will be asked to further display what they want to know about Nehemiah.  Lastly, the lesson will end with students creating a "bio poem" about what they learned. This KWL format will help students activate and use their prior knowledge and will aid comprehension.

	Provide options for executive functions- coordinate short & long term goals, monitor progress, and modify strategies
6.1 At the beginning of the lesson, the goals and objectives will be explained in student-level language and posted in an obvious place, so students can refer back to them. 


	Provide options for self-regulation- expectations, personal skills and strategies, self-assessment & reflection


	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and are they ready to use?


	"The Story of Nehemiah" (to be memorized by the teacher)

Student-sized whiteboards and markers (about ten)
Bibles (both in English and the first language of ESL learners)
Bible commentaries (both in English and the first language of ESL learners)

"Sample Bio Poem"

"Bio Poem Planning Sheet" 

Laptops (about one for each student)

Overhead projector/hovercam

Brick Template (printed and cut out of red and brown paper, three of both colors for every student)
Tape (to put bricks on the wall)



	How will your classroom be set up for this lesson?  
	A regular classroom setup will work for this lesson. (All students should be able to easily see the teacher while he/she is telling "The Story of Nehemiah.")



	III. The Plan

	Time
	Components
	Describe teacher activities                 AND                           student activities
for each component of the lesson. Include important higher order thinking questions and/or prompts.

	
	Motivation

(opening/

introduction/

engagement)
	- The teacher will start this lesson by telling students that today they are going to be learning about the story of Nehemiah. (Write "Nehemiah" on the board.)
-The teacher will explain: "Before we start, I want us to review what we remember about this man, named Nehemiah, from our previous bible lessons."

-The teacher will then have the students split into groups of three or four. Each group will be given a small whiteboard and a marker.

-The teacher will then ask the students to, in their groups, "write what you remember about Nehemiah." The teacher will tell the students that they can write up to five things.
(-If the students do not remember anything the teacher will have them write down what they want to learn about Nehemiah instead.) 
-When the students are finished, the teacher will have each group share something they wrote. 


	-The students will discuss with their groups what they remember about Nehemiah. They will write down what they know on the group's whiteboard.
-Each group will share something they know about Nehemiah with the class. 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	10min
	
	
	

	
	Development

(the largest component or main body of the lesson)


	-The teacher will explain to the students the goals of the lesson (paraphrasing them into student-level language.)
-The teacher will write each of the goals up on the whiteboard for students to reference during the lesson.
-The teacher will tell the students to return back to their original seats.
-The teacher will explain to the students: "To start this lesson, I am going to be telling you 'The Story of Nehemiah.' At certain points in the story however I am going to pause. It is during this time that we will reflect and respond to what we have heard as a class."
-The teacher will then explain to the students what this " response" will look like.
-Student response: The teacher will give each student a "red brick" and a "brown brick." 
-The red bricks are for students to write any questions they have about the story, or the plot on (from that point in the story-telling.)
-The brown bricks are for students to respond, and write how they think Nehemiah, or the people in the story, might feel (at that point in the story-telling.) The students could also write what they would do if they were Nehemiah in this part of the story on their brown bricks.
-The teacher will write this red/brown distinction on the board for reference.
-Each student will be given three brown bricks and three red bricks.

-The teacher will explain that after students have written on their bricks, they will bring them up to the board and stack them together to create a "wall."

-The teacher will explain that each student must add one brick each time you pause in the story for "response time."
-The teacher will then tell the students "The Story of Nehemiah."
-While telling the story, the teacher will stop three times (as specified in the storytelling text) to allow for student response. The students will have about four minutes during each pause to write and place their bricks.
-With each pause, the teacher will pull up the biblical text for that portion on the overhead projector/hovercam for students to reference. Students will also be pointed to bibles so they can look up the text individually, if needed.
-After the story is finished the teacher will allow the students to share what they put on their brown bricks (how they think Nehemiah might have felt.)
-The teacher will then have the students share what they wrote on their red bricks (what questions they had.)

-With each question presented, the teacher will ask the class if they can answer this question now that they know the whole story. 
-If they can, the class will write an answer on that "brick."

-If they can't the question will be set aside. 
-After going through all of the questions with the students, the teacher will explain that the students will be researching what the answers to these questions might be in their groups from the beginning of the lesson.

-They will be doing this research with biblical commentaries 

-The teacher will pass out two commentaries to each small group.
-Next, each group will be assigned one of the questions to research together.
-The teacher will explain that the students will have a few minutes to see if the bible commentary answers the question.

-The teacher will walk around, observing and answering any student questions.

-The teacher will then explain that each group will have a chance to share what they learned. If they found the answer to their question, they will share that. If they didn't they will share one interesting thing they learned about the Nehemiah story.

-If the commentary doesn't answer the question the teacher will explain to the class that sometimes our questions about the bible or bible stories cannot always be answered. He/she could also explain that some questions require us to do further research than what we have time for today. 

	-The students will respond by describing how they think Nehemiah might have felt, or by forming questions about the story itself. 
-The students will place their bricks on the whiteboard when they are finished, forming them into a wall.

-Students will share what they wrote on their bricks.

-Students will answer the questions written on the bricks, if possible. 
-The students will split into their original groups, looking through commentaries to find the answers to some of the questions raised on the red bricks. 

-Students will share the answer to the question, if found in the commentaries, with the class. If the answer is not found, the students will share something interesting they learned from the commentary.
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47min

65min
	
	
	

	
	Closure

(conclusion, culmination, wrap-up)

	-The teacher will then tell the students that to wrap up the lesson they are going to be creating "bio poems" about Nehemiah.
-The teacher will ask the students what a biography is?

-The teacher will then tell the students that a "bio poem" is basically a biography in the form of a poem.
-The teacher will show the students the "sample bio poem" on the overhead/hovercam.

-The teacher will then tell the students that they can either choose to start writing their "bio poem” right away, or they can come up and grab a "bio poem planning sheet" to guide their thoughts.

-The teacher will show this sheet on the overhead/hovercam, explaining what it is and how to use it.
-T students will be given work time.
-The teacher will explain to the students that after they have completed a rough draft of their "bio poem," they will be given the opportunity to use laptop computers to type a final version. 
-The teacher will also remind the students to use the spell-check and grammar-check functions, as these are helpful tools to check writing with.
-If time, students could share their “bio poems” in their small groups.
	-Students will respond, with ideas about what a biography is.

-Students will create a "bio poem" about Nehemiah, based on what they learned in the lesson.

-Students will use laptops to type their “bio poems” into a word document.
-Students will share their “bio poems” in their groups.


	
	
	
	

	85min
	
	
	

	Your reflection about the lesson, including evidence(s) of student learning and engagement, as well as ideas for improvement for next time. (Write this after teaching the lesson, if you had a chance to teach it. If you did not teach this lesson, focus on the process of preparing the lesson.)

	


