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Date 
Nov. 2013 Subject/ Topic/ Theme: Native Americans: The Effects of Geography Grade _2nd/3rd__
	I. Objectives

	How does this lesson connect to the unit plan?

In this lesson students will connect their past learning on geography, from lesson one, and some basic characteristics about their tribe, from lesson two, to explore how the geography of an area affects the characteristics of Native Americans living there. Students will also continue their collaborative partner work in their specific research area.  


	Learners will be able to:
	cognitive-

R U Ap An E C*
	physical development
	socio-emotional

	· Describe how Native Americans use things from their environment in order to survive.
	U
	
	

	· Describe the research they found in their partner groups 
	U
	
	

	· Carry out responsibilities and skills related to their specific assigned task.
· Analyze how the characteristic they are researching with their partner is affected by their region's geography
· Work effective socially within a large group and partner group setting.
	
	X
	

	
	A
	
	

	
	
	
	X

	Common Core standards (or GLCEs if not available in Common Core) addressed:

Common Core Language Arts Standards, Grade 2:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification.  

GLEC's, Social Studies Grade 3:

3 – H3.0.5 Use informational text and visual data to compare how American Indians and settlers in the early history of Michigan adapted to, used, and modified their environment.

Common Core Language Arts: Grade 3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.6 Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 



	(Note: Write as many as needed.  Indicate taxonomy levels and connections to applicable national or state standards.  If an objective applies to particular learners write the name(s) of the learner(s) to whom it applies.)

*remember, understand, apply, analyze, evaluate, create


	II. Before you start

	Identify prerequisite knowledge and skills.


	Students should have knowledge of how to work effectively in a group.
Students should know the rules their group created for working together as a team. 

Students should be able to read and write fluently (3rd grade.) Students should be able to read and write fluently with a partner (2nd grade.)

Students should be able to evaluate and self monitor their own work, with the guidance of a rubric or the teacher.

Students should be able to locate information in books related to a specific topic.

Students should understand the geography of their tribal region.
Students should have basic understanding of some characteristics of the Native Americans who lived in their tribal region.

	Outline assessment activities

(applicable to this lesson)
	Pre-assessment (for learning):   

The pre-assessment for this lesson was done within lesson one.  Students described, to the best of their ability, how the geography of one of the three regions might affect the characteristics of the Native Americans living there.   

	
	Formative (for learning):   

Questioning and observation while students research with their partner groups will help the teacher assess how well they understand the topic (in both the large group "mini lesson" and within partner research groups. It will also help assess how well students are working in a collaborative group setting. This showed the teacher how much the students understand about the effects a region's geography has on daily life. 

	
	Formative (as learning):   

At the end of the lesson time students will be filling out a self-evaluation.  This self-evaluation will help students reflect on their own learning, create goals, and assess how well they completed their task.

	
	Summative (of learning):   

Students will write what they learned about their topic in their research packet, helping me assess the progress of each individual partner group.  Students will also be asked a question related to their large group collaborative lesson on how geography affects Native American life in their specific region.



	What barriers might this lesson present?

What will it take – neurodevelopmentally, experientially, emotionally, etc., for your students to do this lesson?
	Provide Multiple Means of Representation
	Provide Multiple Means of Action and Expression
	Provide Multiple Means of Engagement

	
	Provide options for perception- making information perceptible
	Provide options for physical action- increase options for interaction
	Provide options for recruiting interest- choice, relevance, value, authenticity, minimize threats
7.1:  Students have a choice in which books they will research from.  Students also get to consider and choose which 

information is the most important to include in the video clip they will share with the class.

7.2:  Value will be given to this lesson and the activity of researching because the end goal is a product the students get to make themselves.  The product also has a real world purpose, teaching their peers about the tribal area they are researching.



	
	Provide options for language, mathematical expressions, and symbols- clarify & connect language

	Provide options for expression and communication- increase medium of expression

	Provide options for sustaining effort and persistence- optimize challenge, collaboration, mastery-oriented feedback
8.2: There are a variety of books available at different skill levels for students to explore.  Different abilities in writing are also supported in that students can choose to write just a few sentences in their research packets, or they are free to write whole paragraphs on the topic they are researching.
8.3: Students will be collaboratively working with peers in both a large group and partner group setting.

8.4: Timely feedback will be given to students on how well they are doing with their research and how well they are working together was a group. This feedback will be written in their research packets.



	
	Provide options for comprehension- activate, apply & highlight
3.3: Students will name a characteristic found within their region and then think about how it was made and what in the Native Americans environment was used to create it.  Students will be provided with a worksheet to help them visualize and process this concept.
	Provide options for executive functions- coordinate short & long term goals, monitor progress, and modify strategies
6.1: Each day of research the students will have a "daily goal" they are trying to meet.  Halfway through each research period students will be asked to look at the goal and reflect on their progress, coming up with a plan to complete the goal with their partner.

6.4: After each research period students will be asked to self assess themselves using the "self-evaluation rubric." This will help students better monitor their own progress.


	Provide options for self-regulation- expectations, personal skills and strategies, self-assessment & reflection


	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and are they ready to use?


	Grade-level books on Native Americans from the plains region (See reference list.)
Grade-level books on Native Americans from the southwest region (See reference list.)
Grade-level books on Native Americans from the eastern woodlands region (See reference list.)
"From The Environment" (One for each tribal group.)
"Research Packets" 

"Self-Evaluation Rubric" (One per student.)
Arrowhead

Moccasins 

Student nametags from the previous lesson

"Assessment Recording Tool"

	How will your classroom be set up for this lesson?  
	The desks in the classroom will be moved to create three large table work areas.


	III. The Plan

	Time
	Components
	Describe teacher activities                 AND                           student activities
for each component of the lesson. Include important higher order thinking questions and/or prompts.

	Time
	Motivation

(opening/

introduction/

engagement)
	-Explain: Today you are going to do more research on your specific tribal region.
-First, I want to share with you what I find fascinating!  

-Native Americans had to learn how to use their environment, or the things around them, in order to survive!
-I brought in a few examples of this.
-These are moccasins.  I am part Chippewa Indian, which is a part of the Eastern Woodland tribes.  I got these moccasins at a trading post near my house.
-Pass the moccasins around for students to see.
-Explain how lots of Native American tribes used animal hide, or skin, to make moccasins and other clothing.

-Native Americans used what was around them, animals, in order to make clothing so they could survive.   

-Now, I have another interesting thing to share with you. This is an arrowhead. 

-Pass around the arrowhead for students to see while you talk.

-Native Americans used to take a stone and scrap it against another stone until it formed a point.  This took a very long time!  They would then connect the tool to a stick to make an arrow or spear so that they could kill animals.  

-Explain how your Grandpa found this arrowhead along a river near your house.

-This is another example of how Native Americans used what they had, stones, to create tools to kill animals for food.
-While you are researching today I want you to think about how Native Americans from your specific region used things from their environment to survive.
	-Students will pass the moccasins around while the teacher talks.
-Students will pass around the arrowhead while the teacher talks.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2min
	
	
	

	20min

(=22min)

	Development

(the largest component or main body of the lesson)


	-Have the errand runner from each group pass out each partner group's research packet. 

-Have students pick up their name tags.

-Remind them to write anything they learn in their research packet.
-Go over the day's research goal with students.
-Tell students to go ahead and start researching with their partner groups.  
-The teacher will walk around and assess how students are doing, making notes for each group on progress and how well they are working together.

-Halfway point: Remind students of the day's research goal. Tell them to discuss how well they are meeting it, and what else they have to do to make sure they meet it.
-At the "two-minutes left" mark warn students, telling them to finish their page, write any information they found in their research packets, and to place their research packets on the table. 

-Remind bookkeeper to pick up books and place them neatly in the crates.
-Collect nametags.
-Today we are going to have a "mini lesson."  In "mini lessons" you will be working as a whole tribal group, not just in partners.

-During today's "mini lesson" you are going to have a chance to share what you have been learning with the rest of your tribal group. 

-During this activity we are going to think about what Native Americans used from their environment to create their houses, clothing, and the other characteristics you have been exploring.
-Each group will have a worksheet that looks like this (show the "From the environment" worksheet on the hovercam.) 

-Each partner group will go around and say one thing they have learned about their characteristic.
-For example: If I was the person researching "hunting" I would say that I learned about arrowheads, which is the tool Native Americans used to kill animals for food." The recorder of the group would then write this characteristic down here, in the space on the right.

-Write "arrowhead" under the correct space

-Then as a group you need to think about what the Native Americans used from their environment to make that object, tool, food, or clothing.

-Ask: What did Native Americans used to make arrowheads?

-Write down rocks in the blank on the left.
-Explain: This goes in the blank before because rocks are what came before the arrowheads. Native Americans used them to make arrowheads.

-Model the same process with the moccasins, calling up recorders to help you fill out the sheet.
-Ask: What did Native Americans used from their environment to make moccasins? 

-Write animal hide.
-Have the errand runner come up and get the worksheet for their group.

-Remind students of what each partner group will do.
1) Share something they learned, a characteristic, food, type of clothing, etc. Just one. The recorder will write it in the blank on the right.
2) The rest of the group will help them think about what the Native Americans might have used from their environment to make the object. The recorder will write down in the blank on the left what they used to make it.
-When students are done tell them they have a choice to make:
1) They need to decide which characteristic they want to share with the class.

-Remind the reporter that they will present to the class.
-The reporter from each group will stand up and present one of their characteristics, and what they are made out of.  

-Tell the errand runners to pick up their group's worksheet and hand it in. 
	-The errand runner will pass out each group's research packet.

-Students will come to the front and pick up their name tags.
-Students will start researching with their partner groups.

-Students will discuss the day's goal and goal set together.
-Students will finish their page in the book, finish writing information in their research packet, and put away their books away neatly.

-The bookkeeper will pick up the books and put them in the crates.

-A student will answer "rocks."
-A student will answer "animal hide."
-Errand runner will come get a worksheet of their group.
-Students will share characteristics with their groups and as a whole the group will come up with what the Native Americans used from their environment to make that object, food, or material.

-Students will choose which characteristic to present and who will present it.

-Reporters will share.
-Errand runners will pick up the worksheet and hand it in.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	14min

(36=min)
4min

(=40min)
	
	
	

	
	Closure

(conclusion, culmination, wrap-up)

	-Complement the students on their hard work and give them suggestions (if your noticed any problems during group work time.)
-Tell errand runners to pass out a "self-evaluation rubric" to each person in their group.

-Ask students if they can remember why it is important to self-evaluate themselves.

-Place your own copy on the hovercam and go through the assessment piece by piece with students.

-Have the students put their names on it and the errand runner will pick up the papers.
-Collect name tags.
	-Errand runner comes and grabs the self-evaluations for their group.

-A student will answer "to look at the good things we have done but also how we can do better in the future."
-Students will fill out different sections of the "self-evaluation" as you go through it with them.

-Students will put their names on the paper and the errand runner comes around and picks them up.

	
	
	
	

	5min
(=45min)
	
	
	

	Your reflection about the lesson, including evidence(s) of student learning and engagement, as well as ideas for improvement for next time. (Write this after teaching the lesson, if you had a chance to teach it. If you did not teach this lesson, focus on the process of preparing the lesson.)

	Overall, I feel that this lesson went extremely well.  Each group filled out the "From the Environment" worksheet with specific and accurate information about their characteristics and what Native Americans used from their environment. During the research time I was able to go around to every group to assess how their research was going.  Most groups were extremely engaged in their work.  All but about two or three of the groups had information written down, showing they were able to discuss or write what they learned in their research packets.  The "transportation" research group from the eastern woodlands regions was one of the partner groups that was struggling during their research.  After some investigation, it appeared that this group was having trouble understanding what exactly transportation was, and therefore was having trouble finding information about it from the books. In a future lesson, I would make sure to scaffold for each transportation group what "transportation" means in order to prevent this barrier to learning.  While walking around to each group, I feel that I also could have better evaluated student progress based on means other than how much they had written in their research packet.  In a future lesson, I should make sure to have students verbally explain to me what they learned and also ask them to show me pictures or visuals as well.




