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Date Nov. 2013  Subject/ Topic/ Theme: Native Americans: Collaborative Research  Grade ___2nd/3rd
	I. Objectives

	How does this lesson connect to the unit plan?
This lesson will introduce students to the video group project, and their assigned roles within it.  The lesson will also have students brainstorm important characteristics of an effective group, by making three rules of how their group will run.  Lastly, students will have time to work with their partners to explore their assigned research area.  Overall, this lesson transitions students from whole group teaching to effective collaborative group work.  


	Learners will be able to:
	cognitive-

R U Ap An E C*
	physical development
	socio-emotional

	· Identify the tribal group they are researching, their role in the large group, the partner they will be working with, and their specific research area.
	R
	
	

	· Create three rules, together as a group, for effective group work, based off prior knowledge and experiences.
	
	
	X

	· Demonstrate use of the rules they create in their work as a group.
· Describe the research they found in their partner groups. 
· Carry out responsibilities and skills related to their specific assigned task. 
	
	
	X

	
	U
	
	

	
	
	X
	

	Common Core standards (or GLCEs if not available in Common Core) addressed:

GLEC's, Social Studies Grade 2:

2 – G2.0.1 Compare the physical and human characteristics of the local community with those of another

community. 
Common Core Language Arts Standards, Grade 2:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations.) 

GLEC's, Social Studies Grade 3:

3 – H3.0.5 Use informational text and visual data to compare how American Indians and settlers in the early history of Michigan adapted to, used, and modified their environment.

Common Core Language Arts: Grade 3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.



	(Note: Write as many as needed.  Indicate taxonomy levels and connections to applicable national or state standards.  If an objective applies to particular learners write the name(s) of the learner(s) to whom it applies.)

*remember, understand, apply, analyze, evaluate, create


	II. Before you start

	Identify prerequisite knowledge and skills.


	Students should have past experience in group work and be able to understand the characteristics of an effective group. 
Students should be able to read and write fluently (3rd grade.) Students should be able to read and write fluently with a partner (2nd grade.)

Students should be able to evaluate and self monitor their own work, with the guidance of a rubric or the teacher.

Students should be able to locate information in books related to a specific topic.

	Outline assessment activities

(applicable to this lesson)
	Pre-assessment (for learning):   

For the pre-assessment, I will have students brainstorm three important rules for working together as a group.  Based on the rules that the students create, I will decide how much time needs to be spent talking about appropriate behavior while working in a group.  

	
	Formative (for learning):   

Questioning and observation while students research with their partner groups will help the teacher assess how well they understand the topic (in both the large group "mini lesson" and within partner research groups.) It will also help assess how well students are working in the collaborative group setting.

	
	Formative (as learning):   

Halfway through the lesson, I will be pausing all classroom activity to remind students of the goal for the day.  I will then ask the students to discuss with their partner whether they are meeting this goal, and what they need to do to make sure they meet it by the end of their partner time.

	
	Summative (of learning):   

Students will be filling out a self-evaluation rubric of their work in the group, whether they are completing the day's goals, whether they did their assigned task, and how well they are managing their time as a group.  These self-evaluations will give me insight into whether the students are meeting objectives related to effective group work and collaboration, and goals related to completing their specific task within the larger group.  To assess how well partner groups researched together I will also look at what was written in their "research packets."  

	What barriers might this lesson present?

What will it take – neurodevelopmentally, experientially, emotionally, etc., for your students to do this lesson?
	Provide Multiple Means of Representation
	Provide Multiple Means of Action and Expression
	Provide Multiple Means of Engagement

	
	Provide options for perception- making information perceptible
By displaying instruction on the hovercam, speaking, and having books with pictures in them students are provided many options for perceiving information.   
	Provide options for physical action- increase options for interaction
Students move to find research group and walk up to the front to get their nametags and research packets. 
	Provide options for recruiting interest- choice, relevance, value, authenticity, minimize threats
7.2: Students will find value in this project because of its relation to the students’ interests (future use of video cameras,) and by providing students with the meaningful goal of creating a video clip.  Students will also be showing the video clip to a real audience, their own classmates. 

 

	
	Provide options for language, mathematical expressions, and symbols- clarify & connect language

	Provide options for expression and communication- increase medium of expression
5.1: Students will present the information they have found about their topic to the class in the form of a video recording.


	Provide options for sustaining effort and persistence- optimize challenge, collaboration, mastery-oriented feedback
8.1: Halfway through the students work time the teacher will stop and remind students of the goal posted on the board, prompting the partners to talk to each other about how they are doing and what they need to do to make sure the goal is completed in the time they have left.

8.3: Collaborative groups will be used during this lesson, with clear goals and responsibilities for each individual learner.



	
	Provide options for comprehension- activate, apply & highlight
3.3: Students will be given sequential steps in organizing and understanding their place in the group project.  
	Provide options for executive functions- coordinate short & long term goals, monitor progress, and modify strategies
6.4: Each learner will be given a self-evaluation rubric to help guide their learning and allow them to reflect on their own progress.

Students are provided with "half time" and two minute reminders. 


	Provide options for self-regulation- expectations, personal skills and strategies, self-assessment & reflection
Students have a self evaluation rubric they will fill out.

	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and are they ready to use?


	Grade-level books on Native Americans from the plains region (See reference list.)
Grade-level books on Native Americans from the southwest region (See reference list.)
Grade-level books on Native Americans from the eastern woodlands region (See reference list.)
"Self Evaluation Rubric" (One for each student.)
Small whiteboards - 3

"Research Packet" (One for each partner group.)
Name tags that tell students what tribe they are in, what role they will play, and what specific research area they will be examining. (Three for each student, should be written on prior to lesson.)
Hovercam

"Steps for Organizing Groups" (to be shown on hovercam.)
"Student Job Descriptions" - three copies (One for each group, cut out prior to lesson.)
"Assessment Recording Tool"

	How will your classroom be set up for this lesson?  
	The classroom tables will be set up into three group work-stations.


	III. The Plan

	Time
	Components
	Describe teacher activities                 AND                           student activities
for each component of the lesson. Include important higher order thinking questions and/or prompts.

	
	Motivation

(opening/

introduction/

engagement)
	-Review: Ask students if anyone can remember what "mission" we completed within our last lesson together.
-Explain to students that in the next few lessons we are going to be exploring what the Native Americans where like who lived there, and some of their characteristics.

-Explain that the best way to gain information about all of the tribes quickly is to break up into teams and each look at one specific tribal area.  

-Explain to the students that we will then come back together and explain what we learned during our exploration.  
	-A student will explain that we talked about three different tribal areas and their characteristics.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2min
	
	
	

	3min

(=5min)

10min

(=15min)
	Development

(the largest component or main body of the lesson)

	(-During this time, display steps in organizing the groups on the hovercam.)

-Tell students that we will split up into "tribal research teams" that will focus on learning about one specific tribal area. 

-Display Step 1: Find students in your tribal group, without talking.
-Explain to students that you will be handing out nametags that will have one of the tribal areas on it.  Tell students to put on the nametag and find the rest of their team, however, they must do it without talking to each other.

-After students have found others assigned to their tribal area tell each group a specific place to sit in the room.

- Next explain to students that this is their "tribal research team." Within their team they will be researching specific information about the Native Americans within their tribal area.
-Have the students give a "thumbs up" if they know the tribal area they are going to be researching. 
-Display Step 2: Understand specific task within the group. 

-Tell them that within their tribal research team they will each have a specific task to make sure that they can quickly and effectively collect information.
-Verbally explain each specific task one by one, model what they are to do, and call the students up to the table to pick up their nametag and "job description" if they are in that group.
-Next, tell students that they will be given their first large group task.  

-First, have the errand runner come up and get a whiteboard for their group.

-Explain to students that they have five minutes to think of three rules or guidelines for their group that will make them a good team. Explain to the "captain" that it is their job to lead the group, and explain to the "recorder" that they are to write down on the whiteboard their group's three ideas.
-Ask the "reporter" to present the groups ideas to the rest of the class.

-Explain that this is an example of three people doing their specific tasks.  You will each get a chance to do yours throughout the project.

-Have students give a "thumbs up" if they understand their specific task.
Display Step 3: Understand specific research area.

-Now, explain that within each tribe there are dozens of things to learn.  Explain that two people in every group will be assigned to look up specific things to research and record.

-Verbally explain each research area and call students up one by one to pick up their nametag with their specific research area on it.

-Next, tell students to find the partner they will be researching within their group and sit next to them. Explain how within their partner group they will use the books given to them to look up information about their specific topic.

-Explain that if they find information about another group's topic they could mark it and give it to that group when they are done, to help the other group with their own research. 

-Tell students to give a "thumbs up" if they know their partner and the specific area they will be
researching for their tribal group. 

-Display Step 4: Time to research! Tell students to do this when you give them the "go ahead."

1) Look through the books and find one that has your topic in it. 

2) Look through that book with your partner.  

3) Write any information you find in the correct area of your research packet.  

-Show example of research packet daily page on the hovercam and model its use.
-Explain to students the day's research goal, and write it on the board: "Learn one new thing about your specific research area." 
-Tell the partners to pick one person to choose a book for them to explore and the other to come up to the table and grab a "research packet."
-Show the students the research packet on the hovercam, explaining the day's goal and where they should write down the information they find.
-The teacher will walk around and assess how students are doing, making notes for each group on progress and how well they are working together.

-Halfway point: Remind students of the goal.  Have them discuss with their partners how they are doing and how they could make sure they meet this goal.

-At the "two-minutes left" mark warn students, telling them to finish their page, write any information they found in their research packets, and to place their research packets on the table. 

-Remind bookkeeper to pick up books and place them neatly in the crates.
	-Students will locate others in their group without talking.
-Students will sit in their tribal area's assigned place.
-Students will give a "thumbs up."
-Students will pick up nametags with their specific task written on them and their "job descriptions."
-Students will brainstorm together three rules for their group, to make them work well as a team.
-Students will give a "thumbs up."
-Students will come up to the board and pick up their nametag with their specific research area written on it.

-Students will move to sit next to the partner they will be researching with.
-Students will give a "thumbs up."
-One students will choose a book while the other student picks up a research packet.

-Students will read and research information along with their partner, writing what they learn in their research packet. 

-Students will discuss the day's goal and goal setting with their partners. 

-Students will wrap up their thoughts, write in their research packets, and place their research packets on the table.

-Bookkeepers will do their task.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	3min

(=18min)

20min
(=38min)


	
	
	

	5min

(=about 45min)
	Closure

(conclusion, culmination, wrap-up)

	-Complement students on how well they worked together, and give them feedback on what they could improve on (if you noticed anything during group work time.)
-Tell errand runners to come up and pass out a worksheet ("self evaluation rubric") to each person in their group.  

-Explain to students what "self evaluation" is (talk about it in parts, explain "self" and then "evaluation.")
-Explain to students why it is important we self assess our work.
-Place your own copy of the self-evaluation rubric on the hovercam and go through the assessment piece by piece with students.
-Have the students put their names on it and the errand runner will pick up the papers.
-Collect name tags from students.
	-Errand runner comes and grabs the worksheet packet for their group.

-Students will fill out different sections of the "self assessment" as you go through it with them.

-Students will put their names on the paper and the errand runner comes around and picks them up.

	Your reflection about the lesson, including evidence(s) of student learning and engagement, as well as ideas for improvement for next time. (Write this after teaching the lesson, if you had a chance to teach it. If you did not teach this lesson, focus on the process of preparing the lesson.)

	Overall, I am extremely happy with how this lesson played out in the classroom.  Evidence of student learning and engagement was shown through comments my aiding teacher gave me after observing the lesson. She explained that she "saw every student engaged, collaborating, and learning" and that the students were "transferring (my) plan to student ownership."  Student learning was also shown in the group's ability to create three tribal rules and talk about them while researching together.  Observation showed me that students were completing their "specific task" and finding good information from books, even those most groups didn't have time to write this information in their research packets. Also, some students had difficulty knowing how to look up information in their research packets.  This is one barrier to student learning that I would need to address in a future lesson.  In the future, I would better explain techniques for finding specific information in the books provided.  The students in the southwest tribal region were also having difficulty finding information about transportation.  After helping them, I realized that the books included did not touch much on this subject.  Therefore in a future lesson I would need to make sure to include more information or handouts to this region, making sure they have in depth material to research about transportation.  




