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	I. Objectives

	How does this lesson connect to the unit plan?

This lesson will introduce students to the geography of three North American regions that will be introduced in this unit.  Students will learn where each of the three regions is located, and specific characteristics of each region's landscape.  This will give students background knowledge into how the geography of each region affected the Native Americans who lived there, which will be explored in upcoming lessons in the unit.



	Learners will be able to:
	cognitive-

R U Ap An E C*
	physical development
	socio-emotional

	· outline where the regions (Southwest, Plains, and Eastern Woodland) occur. 
	R
	
	

	· identify geographic characteristics found within each region. 
	R
	
	

	· analyze descriptions and visuals to determine which region is being represented, based on knowledge of regional characteristics.
· evaluate, with guidance, how regional characteristics might affect the daily lives of Native Americans.
	A

	
	

	
	E
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Common Core standards (or GLCEs if not available in Common Core) addressed:
GLES Science, Grade 2: 
E.SE.02.21 Describe the major landforms of the surface of the Earth (mountains, plains, plateaus, valleys, hills).

GLECS Social Studies, Grade 2:

2 – G2.0.1 Compare the physical and human characteristics of the local community with those of another community.

2 – G2.0.2 Describe how the local community is part of a larger region (e.g., county, metropolitan area, state).

Common Core Language Arts Standards, Grade 2: 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
Common Core Language Arts Standards, Grade 3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.6 Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
Arts GLECS:

Content Standard 4: All students will understand, analyze, and describe the arts in their historical, social, and cultural contexts. 



	(Note: Write as many as needed.  Indicate taxonomy levels and connections to applicable national or state standards.  If an objective applies to particular learners write the name(s) of the learner(s) to whom it applies.)

*remember, understand, apply, analyze, evaluate, create


	II. Before you start

	Identify prerequisite knowledge and skills.


	-Students should be able to identify Michigan on a map.
-Students should understand what a "characteristic" is.
-Students should be able to speak clearly out loud in front of the class.
-Students should be able to recall and write down facts in complete sentences.

	Outline assessment activities

(applicable to this lesson)
	Pre-assessment (for learning):   

This lesson's pre-assessment was completed before the start of the unit.  Students were given the "What Do You Know" pre-assessment worksheet.  The sheet had three Native American profiles on it where each Native described where they lived, their home, food, clothing, transportation, and other basic elements of their lifestyle.  Students were asked to match each Native American profile to the region on the map where they thought the Native lived.  This pre-assessment helped showcase how much prior knowledge the students had on Native Americans and the geography of the United States.

	
	Formative (for learning):   
Questioning will be done throughout the lesson to evaluate the group's knowledge associated with the lesson's goals and the state standard objectives. I will also walk around as students work on their map, to evaluate whether the students can outline the three regions and list some of the characteristics that occur in each.  If students are struggling with this I will review the regions and their characteristics again before asking them the "challenge questions."

	
	Formative (as learning):   

Students will have the chance to self assess their own learning when they label the map and identify characteristics found within each area.  This will help them recognize which characteristics they still have trouble identifying.  Students will also be able to assess themselves while answering the "challenge questions. Students, along with their partners, will be given a challenge question, along with a hint after about 30 seconds.  Students will be able to recognize the level at which they can apply the characteristics by whether they can answer the question with or without the hint.   Students can also self-correct their answer based on what the hint tells them.

	
	Summative (of learning):   

Travelogue.  Students will have a chance to define characteristics they learned about each of the three regions, and assess how that characteristic might affect the lives of Native Americans who lived there.  This will provide information about whether the students remember the characteristics and how well they can use it to evaluate and make judgments about Native American life.

	What barriers might this lesson present?

What will it take – neurodevelopmentally, experientially, emotionally, etc., for your students to do this lesson?
	Provide Multiple Means of Representation
	Provide Multiple Means of Action and Expression
	Provide Multiple Means of Engagement

	
	Provide options for perception- making information perceptible
1.3: When students outline the three different regions on the board they will place visual representations of each region's characteristics on the map.  To ensure that all learners have equal access to the information, descriptions or text will be provided for each visual.

	Provide options for physical action- increase options for interaction
The students will be manipulating symbols and posting them on the board.
	Provide options for recruiting interest- choice, relevance, value, authenticity, minimize threats
7.2: Student interest will be gained through this lesson's opening motivation. Students will be asked to imagine they are early explorers coming to the United States from England.  At the end of the lesson, students will also be asked to write down valuable information they learned about the regions so "people in England can read them and learn about their travels."


	
	Provide options for language, mathematical expressions, and symbols- clarify & connect language
2.1: The word travelogue will be explained to students by highlighting how the word is broken down into smaller units (travel and log) that show its meaning.


	Provide options for expression and communication- increase medium of expression
The students will be verbally sharing and posting their characteristics.  
	Provide options for sustaining effort and persistence- optimize challenge, collaboration, mastery-oriented feedback
8.3: Students will complete the "challenge questions" in partners to promote collaboration and communication of lesson ideas.



	
	Provide options for comprehension- activate, apply & highlight
3.1: The concept of a region will be pre-taught to students through both auditory and visual methods.  The idea of a region will also be explored as each table group is given characteristics from one of the specific tribal regions.  The teacher will then highlight how each table group is modeling a region, in that they have similar characteristics in their specific, outlined area. 


	Provide options for executive functions- coordinate short & long term goals, monitor progress, and modify strategies
6.1: The lesson goals will be told to students at the beginning of the lesson and written on the board for student reference throughout the lesson. 
6.3: Students will be provided with questions to help guide the writing in their travelogue.

	Provide options for self-regulation- expectations, personal skills and strategies, self-assessment & reflection


	Materials-what materials (books, handouts, etc) do you need for this lesson and are they ready to use?


	Hovercam

Large map of North America

"Region Model" sheet

"Pictures of characteristics" from each of the three regions


-Eastern Woodlands: trees, water, mountains, and hilly/flat land


-Southwest: hot (sun), tall mountains, plateaus, desert, little water


-Plains: flat land, buffalo, tall grass, short grass, rain

"Map Worksheet" (One per partner group.)
"Region Name Cards" (Cut prior to lesson.)
"Region Questions"
Art of the American Indian Frontier, by D. Penney - Three pieces (Cheyenne Parfleche, Mandan Man's Shirt, and Sioux Doll) to use during the "challenge questions" (See Reference List.)
"Travelogue" (One for each student.) 
"Assessment Recording Tool"

	How will your classroom be set up for this lesson?  
	Normal setup


	III. The Plan

	Time
	Components
	Describe teacher activities                 AND                           student activities
for each component of the lesson. Include important higher order thinking questions and/or prompts.

	
	Motivation

(opening/

introduction/

engagement)
	-Tell students to close their eyes and pretend it is the year 1492. 
-"It is the year 1492.  You live in England.  You've heard all about Christopher Columbus, an explorer, who is sailing across the Atlantic.  You've heard that the trip is long, and can image how the waves must be crashing high over the boat during his journey.  The sailing must be rough.  Suddenly, you hear that Christopher Columbus has discovered a new world!  His boat landed on a new continent that no one knew existed!  North America! The news spread throughout your city!  Everyone was amazed!  A new world! Years after this you decide to go explore the land, along with several others.  You have been put in charge of looking at the landscape and the people who live there.  You have been given the task of exploring what this new world is like.
-Tell students to open their eyes.  
-Write "Our Mission" on the board.  

-Ask students what "Our Mission" means?

-Tell the students that our mission is to explore this new land and make a report on its characteristics to those who are still wondering about the new world back in England.
-Write on the board student friendly versions of the lesson objectives (outline regions, list characteristics of each region, find out how the characteristics affect the lives of those who live there) and explain them to the students as part of "the mission" they will be embarking on.
	-Students will close their eyes and image. 

-Students will answer "goal, what we are trying to do, etc."

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	5min
	
	
	

	Development

(the largest component or main body of the lesson)

3min

(=8min)


	
	-Tell the students that they will be exploring three regions of the new continent.

-Explain what a region is: A place that has the same characteristics throughout an entire land area.

-Place the "region model" sheet on the hovercam to help explain the concept to students.
-Show students the characteristics on the map, explaining each one out loud.  Explain that the map shows two different regions, which both have two characteristics each. 
-Tell students: Remember, a region is an area of land that has the same characteristics.

-Explain: I want you to figure out where the two regions are located, with your table partner.  Talk about how you would group the areas that have similar characteristics together.
-Call a student up to outline where the two regions are. 
-Have the student explain why they outlined those two areas.

-Start saying the definition of region out loud, having students fill in the rest: "A region is an area of land that has the _______ ___________.
-Explain that each of their table group areas will be given a region and that you will pass out the characteristics of that region to them.
-Pick up the "region name cards" and announce the name of each region out loud one by one, explaining to the students that these are the region's their table groups will be representing. Then call on a student to pick up the region name card for their table group and give them the "characteristic pictures" that go along with that region. Tell them to pass out the pictures to each person in their table group. 
-Explain that some of the characteristics given to the students will be the same within their group.  Ask the students why this might be?
-Then outline the three regional areas (Eastern Woodlands, Plains, and Southwest on the map, without labeling them.)  Explain to students that these are the three regional areas and that each table group represents one area.

-Now explain that we will be going through the region areas, one by one.  Each student will stand up and say what their characteristic is and then go place it on the map in the region that it belongs.
-First, ask students which region they think Grand Rapids is a part of? 
-Explain that this is the group (Eastern Woodlands) that will go first.
-Have the student who has the region name stand up and place it on the board where the region is located.
-Next call up students one by one in that group to place their characteristics on the map in that region.

-Teacher writes that characteristic on the board in a list next to the region, writing a definition if necessary.
-Repeat the last three steps: 


-Student stands and places name on the 
board where the region is located.

-Students stand up and explain their 
characteristic in a complete sentence, 
then placing it within their region on 
the board.  If any students have the 
same characteristics, tell them to stand 
up and put their characteristic on the 
board as well after one person presents. 
(Clarify 
any landforms the students 
present.)

-Teacher writes the characteristic on the 
board next to the region in a list, 
writing a definition when necessary.
-Next tell the students that they will be reviewing the material with their table partners.
- Give "partner groups" a map of the United States.
-Tell the students to listen carefully to your directions: 


1) Say the three regions out loud and 
have the students and their partners 
outline and label them on the map.


-Ex: "Circle where the Eastern 
Woodlands is on..."

2) Have them write or draw as many 
characteristics as 
they can remember 
from each region
(give them 1.5 
minutes 
for each tribal area)
-Tell the students to place their map at the front of their desk right-side up, so that both partners can see it. 
-Tell the students that each of them will need to take out one blank sheet of paper.
-Explain to students that the next activity will be a "challenge questions" round.  
Explain that you will place a question on the board for students to answer based on what they know, then the students will write down what region they think is being talked about on the back of their paper.

-Give students an example: "This 
region is very hot. 

-Ask students which region you are 
talking about.

-Remind students to use what they 
know about the regions characteristic 
when they answer (they can look at the 
maps they made together with their 
partners if they need to.)
-Present the questions on the "Region Questions" sheet.  Give students the clue provided after 30 seconds.  (Put the sheet on the hovercam to show a visual of questions.)
-After each one is done, have the students say out loud where they think that characteristic occurs.  Ask why.
	-Students will discuss where the region is located with their table partners.
-A student will outline the regions on sheet and explain why they outlined that area.
-Students will respond with "same characteristics."
-Students will come pick up the region name cards and characteristics for their table groups.  They will then pass out the pictures to their table groups.
-A student will explain that it is because they are all from the same region, and that regions have the same characteristics throughout a land area.
-A student will answer "Eastern Woodlands."
-A student will stand up and place the region name card where the region is located.
-Students will stand up, say the characteristic they have, and then place it within that region on the board.

-Students will repeat the process.
-Students will outline and label the region on the map.
-Students will write/draw characteristics from each region in the area they outlined. 

-A student will answer, "Southwest region."

-Students will write which region they think is being talked about.
-Students will say which region they put out loud.

-One student will explain why they chose that region.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	17min

(=25min)

6min
(=31min)

7min
(=38min)


	
	
	

	Closure (conclusion, culmination, wrap-up)
5min

(=about 45min)
	-While passing out travelogues...

-Tell students that their exploration has come to an end.
-Explain that this is their travelogue.  Ask student what they think the word travel means? and log means?  

-Have the students put the two together and guess what the word means.

-Tell students that after exploring the landscape of the region they will be writing down the characteristics that they found there and how those characteristics might affect the people who live there.  Explain that we will be writing these travelogues for people in England to read so they can learn about our travels.  

-Explain to students what they will write in their travelogue, showing them each section on the hovercam.

1) The characteristics they learned 
about one region (students can choose.)


2) How those characteristics might 
affect the lives of Native American who 
live there? (What would they build their 
house out of, what would they hunt, 
what would they have for clothing, 
would their be enough water?)

-Write the two requirements on the board.
-Remind the students to put their names on their travelogues.  Then tell them to make a stack of the papers they used during the lesson at the front of their desk.  Pick up papers.
	-Students will answer "to go somewhere on a trip."
-Students will answer "a place where you write a record of something."
-Students will answer "a place where you write a record of your travels." 
-Students will choose a region, writing about its characteristics and how they affect daily life.

-Students will write their names on their travelogues and stack all materials at the front of their desks. 

	
	
	

	Your reflection about the lesson, including evidence(s) of student learning and engagement, as well as ideas for improvement for next time. (Write this after teaching the lesson, if you had a chance to teach it. If you did not teach this lesson, focus on the process of preparing the lesson.)

	Overall, I am happy with the instructional decisions I made during this lesson.  I feel that if implemented, this lesson would keep students engaged because of its initial motivation, the use of movement, and visuals.  After reviewing my lesson plan, I feel that in a future lesson I would need to include scaffolding that allows students to better evaluate how regional characteristics affect the lives of Native Americans.  By leaving this scaffolding out, a possible barrier for student learning may occur.  I would scaffold this portion by providing clearer directions, and possibly a discussion as a class before students are asked to write in their research packets about this topic.  Also, while writing this lesson I did not include all of the UDL areas showcased throughout the plan.  This is an area of instructional planning where I can grow.  When taught, I would be interested to see evidences for student growth shown through this lesson's assessments. 



